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Got it Wrong

BY NECHEMIA MEYERS

hen I asked a number of my usu-
ally well-informed friends how
long Sderot has been under
bombardment by Kassam rock-
ets, the answers varied. Some said nine
months, others a year and a few ventured
to suggest that it was about a year and a
half. They were all wrong. Kassams first
hit Sderot in October 2000; the only dif-
ference now is that they come flying in
more frequently to Sderot than they did
six years ago, and also hit targets farther
to the north. All in
all, 600 Kassams
have struck Israel

T since Jan. 1, 2006.
he Dr0b|em The problem
of the Kassams is
of the Kassams no less important a
is no less reason for the cur-
. rent Israeli opera-
Important d tion in the Gaza
reason for the ~ Strip than the kid-
napping of Gilad

current Israeli  Shalit. However,

Israeli efforts to

Operation in make the world
the Gaza St FID cognizant of this
fact have been sin-
than the gularly unsuccess-
i i ful. So many over-
kidna ppIng of seas observers
Gilad Shalit.  agree with UN.
Secretary General
Kofi Annan when

he charges Israel
with "a disproportionate use of force in its
efforts to free Shalit."

Of course, Annan has never been a
great fan of Israel. But even those more
supportive of the Jewish state have said
roughly the same thing, including the
respected Forward of New York. In an
editorial last week, the paper wrote: "It's
hard not to notice the huge imbalance
between Israel's large-scale actions in
Gaza in the past two weeks — bombing
bridges, government offices and a univer-
sity; leaving half the population without
power, rounding up elected officials —
and the ostensible goal of the operation,
rescuing a single hostage."

Here in Israel there are those who
speak in the same tone — if they are out-
side the range of the Hamas rockets. The
threat of the Kassams is real enough for
the residents of Sderot, Ashkelon and a
dozen Negev kibbutzim and moshavim.
But this threat is understood, if at all, by
only a small percentage of the people
who live in comfort and security farther
north.

What determines the reactions of
those not directly affected are the images
they see on their television sets, whether
in New York or Netanya.

They can't fail to be affected by shots

See SDEROT, Page 8

Courtesy jewsforjesus.org

Sergio Danon gives out Jews for Jesus fliers on a Long Island beach July 7.

Jews For Jesus Out In Force

Missionaries Also Target Long Island

BY RACHEL
SILVERMAN

There’s a holy war of
sorts going on in New York.

Jews for Jesus has been
running campaigns here for
33 years, but the messianic
group’s proselytizing effort

has never been as large as this
summer — nor has it elicited
such a wunited Jewish
response.

The “Behold Your God”
campaign represents the final
stop of a five-year, $22 million
tour of every city outside
Israel with a Jewish popula-

tion of 25,000 or more.

While Jews for Jesus’ pre-
vious efforts in the New York
area focused on Manhattan,
this year’s program is meant
to target all five boroughs,
plus Westchester, Bergen, Suf-
folk and Nassau counties. Full-

See JESUS, Page 4

Sachek Kadur! Play Ball!

Professional Baseball Comes o Israel

BY PAUL SHAPIRO

Israel’s national pastime
could be thought of as soccer or
basketball. But baseball? Never!
Even the thought of baseball
potentially overtaking either of

those sports would be absurd in
the mind of most sports fans,
except Brooklyn native Larry
Baras. Baras is the mastermind
behind Israel’s first professional
baseball league, slated to play
ball for the first time on June

22, 2007, at Gezer Field in Kib-
butz Gezer, Israel.

The idea of a baseball
league in Israel came to Baras
last July, when it occurred to
him that he had reached a stage

See BASEBALL, Page 5

Orthodox Take
Majority on
School Board

BY PAUL SHAPIRO

After years of change,
the signing of a new
teachers' contract and the
election of Michael Hat-
ten and Uri Kaufman
almost two months ago,
an Orthodox majority
took control of the
Lawrence school board
last Wednesday. This was
the first school board
meeting at which Ortho-
dox members were in the
majority, having a 4-3
advantage.

This situation was
built on victories that
began in 2001, when
Asher Mansdorf first won
a seat on the board.
Mansdorf, the first Ortho-
dox Jewish Lawrence
school board member, is
now the first observant
school board president
after a 4-2 vote in his
favor. David Sussman,
who often sides with the
new majority, was elected
the board's vice president
by the same margin.

Mansdorf vowed that
the school board would
"chart a path that will
respect both the majority
and minority views." He
plans on doing so by being
respectful to everyone in
the community. This is just
one aspect that the new
board hopes to improve on
during its tenure.

"We have to come to
a full understanding of
the academic realities of
our school district and the

financial realities of our
school district," Mansdorf
said. "Once we under-
stand those, then we have
to evaluate the perfor-
mance of our district and
establish a plan to move
us forward in positive
ways in all three areas.”

Sussman, who is
starting his 12th year on
the Lawrence school
board, looks forward to
being a part of "this new
school board." He hopes
when the tenure of this
board is done that "we
leave the highest quality
education for everyone,
with ultimate transparen-
cy, and that all the citi-
zens are satisfied that we
did it in the best manner
possible. Sussman believes
that the makeup of the
board and seeing how
committed it is to improv-
ing the educational oppor-
tunities for students will
help the board accomplish
what it sets out to do.

"T can't say there is
something I need to
accomplish, it's what the
school board needs to
accomplish," Sussman
said. "The first thing is to
make sure that every
child in the entire dis-
trict can maximize their
education and that there
are no groups that are
left behind. We need to
make sure that we can
hold our heads up high
that every child is get-
ting the educational

See BOARD, Page 7

Dancing Penguins, Parachuting Cows
And Much More

Local Illustrator and Writer Draws Attention

BY RAPHAEL AHREN

Ann D. Koffsky of
West Hempstead is one of
the very few Jewish
women who got to sign
their own ketubah, or mar-
riage contract. Koffsky, 34,
is a professional illustrator,
and when she got married
about 10 years ago, she
created her first ketubah

and, as is customary for
artists, signed the docu-
ment in a corner at the
bottom. Usually a ketubah
is only signed by two wit-
nesses who testify to the
validity of the marriage.
According to Jewish
law, a wedding is only
valid after the groom
hands his bride the
ketubah, which at that

moment, must be in his
legal possession. "It was a
lot of fun when I had to
sell the ketubah to my hus-
band for one dollar before
the ceremony," Koffsky
remembered. "It was won-
derful that I got to do this
for my wedding. The
florist does the flowers,
the caterer prepares the
food, somebody else does

the makeup, and so on. It
was great that I was the
one who wrote the

ketubah for my own

wedding."

In contrast to a
Jewish divorce con-
tract, or get, a ketubah
does not have to be
written by a sofer, a
Jewish scribe, but can

See KOFFSKY, Page 3

“Holidays" -

is a piece that will be a part of
Ann Koffsky's forthcoming Tidemark Press
calendar entitled “Joyfully Jewish."
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9 WEEK SERI
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
GLASSES IN FORM!I

LA NUTRITION THERAPY

LISA GLUCK, RD &
ANN S. SLOGHOWSKY, MS RD.CDN

COST: S150
CLASS SIZE LIMITED
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED

ON DOUGHTY BOULEVARD

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 516-239-4708
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Long Beach - Young Israel of Long
Beach will host a Tzechem L'Shalom
Kiddush in honor of Thea
Krauthamer, a long time member of
YILB, on Saturday, July 15 after
morning services. At that time a
dedication of the soon to be reno-
vated lobby in the memory of her
son Marcel z"l will take place.
Charles Krauthamer, noted colum-
nist and commentator, will also
speak at the Shabbos afternoon lec-
ture series at 5:30 p.m. Young Israel
of Long Beach is located at 120 Long
Beach Blvd. in Long Beach. For more
information call (516) 889-2421.

Hempstead - Congregation Beth
Israel Sisterhood will hold its first
2006-07 meeting on Sunday, July 16
at 1:00 p.m. Former Nassau County
District Attorney William Kahn will
speak about his experience as trial
counselor for the Peter Weinberger
kidnapping. Refreshments will be
served. Congregation Beth Israel is
located at 141 Hilton Ave. in
Hempstead. For more information
call (516) 781-9528.

Long Beach - Temple Beth-El of
Long Beach will host a Thrift Shop
by special request on Sunday, July
16 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Merchandise includes gowns,
clothes, household items, linens,
dishes, pots, party favors, baskets
and books. Temple Beth-El of Long
Beach is located at 570 W. Walnut St.
in Long Beach. For more information
call (516) 432-1678.

Inwood - JCC of the Greater Five
Towns will host their 8th Annual Golf
Classic on Monday, July 17 at the
Inwood Club. The Inwood Club is
located at 50 Peppe Dr. in Inwood. If
you are interested in playing in the
Golf Classic or sponsoring a tee or
green call Eileen or Raynee at

(516) 569-6733.

West Hempstead - The Chavurah
Committee of the JCC of West
Hempstead will host a showing of
"The Syrian Bride" on Monday, July 17
at 7:30 p.m. This film is a political and
moving film about a young Druze
woman living in the Israeli Golan
Heights who faces a bureaucratic
nightmare as she attempts an
arranged marriage with a Syrian rela-
tive. The JCC is located at 711
Dogwood Ave. in West Hempstead. For
more information call (516) 481-7448.

Cedarhurst - Chabad of the Five
Towns will host their Women's
Summer Workshop Il on Monday,
July 17 at 8:15 p.m. The workshop is
entitled "Learn and Review the Laws
of Family Purity (Mikvah)." Chabad
of the Five Towns is located at 74
Maple Ave. in Cedarhurst. For more
information call (516) 295-2478 or go
to www.chabad5towns.com.

Cedarhurst - JCC of the Greater
Five Towns will host a Kosher
Culinary Institute on Tuesday, July
18 at 10:00 a.m. The class is entitled
"Delicious and Dainty Hors
D'oeuvres." There is a $45 fee for
the class. Pre-registration is a must.
For more information call Susan
Sachs at (516) 569-6733, ext. 222.

West Hempstead - The Sisterhood
of the JCC of West Hempstead will
host a Pizza and Games Night on
Tuesday, July 18 at 8:15 p.m. Bring
your mahjong, bridge, canasta,
scrabble or whatever game you
enjoy and share a light supper with
your friends while you play the night
away. The fee for this event is $8 per
person. Checks should be made out
to the Sisterhood and either brought
to the event or mailed to the Temple
office as soon as possible. The JCC
is located at 711 Dogwood Ave. in
West Hempstead. For more informa-
tion call (516) 481-7448.

o —

Cedarhurst - JCC of the Greater
Five Towns will host a Cooking Camp
for Kids Series. All classes are $35
each. The Tea Party class will take
place on Tuesday, July 18 at 7:00
p.m. The Cupcake Creations class
will take place on Wednesday, July
19 at 7:00 p.m. For more information
call Susan Sachs at (516) 569-6733,
ext. 222.

Long Beach - Temple Emanu-El of
Long Beach will host a blood drive
on Wednesday, July 19 from 4:00 to
9:30 p.m. Temple Emanu-El of Long
Beach is located at 455 Neptune
Blvd. in Long Beach. For more infor-
mation or an appointment call
(516) 431-4060.

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC will
host an eight week grief support
group beginning Thursday, July 20
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The group will
explore issues of loss as you work
through your grief in a safe and
comfortable environment and
receive support from others experi-
encing similar feelings. The fee for
this group is $120. The JCC is located
at 15 Neil Ct. in Oceanside. For more
information call Rachel Bruckenstein
at (516) 766-4341, ext. 131.

Long Beach - Young Israel of Long
Beach will host their annual
Carlebach Shabbaton on Saturday,
July 22. Chaya and Marc Poretsky
will serve as chairpersons of this
event. The afternoon Shabbos lec-
ture will feature Carter Schwartz
and Margery Schwartz, authors of
the book entitled, “What's Up With
Hard Core Jewish People?: A Reform
Mother and Her Baal Teshuva Son.”
Young Israel of Long Beach is locat-

ed at 120 Long Beach Blvd. in Long
Beach. For more information,
accommodations and Shabbos
meals call (516) 647-8390 or

(516) 889-2427.

Cedarhurst - JCC of the Greater
Five Towns will host a Summer
Shalom Club on Mondays until
August 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. The program will incorporate a
day of exercise, lunch and a lecture
series. The weekly fee is $1. The JCC
is located at 207 Grove Ave. in
Cedarhurst. For more information
call (516) 569-6733.

Long Beach - Temple Emanu-El of
Long Beach will host a class with
Rabbi Bennett Hermann discussing
Kabbalah and Jewish Ethics every
Monday at 8:00 p.m. starting July 17.
Temple Emanu-El of Long Beach is
located at 455 Neptune Blvd. in Long
Beach. For more information call
(516) 431-4060.

Cedarhurst - JCC of the Greater
Five Towns will host "Cards and
Friendship Day" every Wednesday
until August 16 from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m. "Cards and Friendship Day" will
incorporate bridge and mahjong
games as well as exercise to music
followed by a discussion group. The
JCC is located at 207 Grove Ave. in
Cedarhurst. For more information
call (516) 569-6733.

Lynbrook - Congregation Beth
David will host a Thrift Shop on
Thursday afternoons from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. A large selection of new
and gently used merchandise,
including clothing, shoes, jewelry,
household appliances and equip-
ment, glassware, bric-a-brac, books,
etc. will be available. All items are
priced to sell. Congregation Beth
David is located at 188 Vincent Ave.
in Lynbrook. For more information
call (516) 599-9464.

Long Beach - The Bach will host a
Junior Shabbat Service every
Saturday from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
This is an opportunity for children
ages 4-10 to enjoy a "Kid's Minyan"
with Jewish songs and stories,
games with Jewish themes, and spe-
cial Shabbat treats. The Bach is
located at 210 Edwards Blvd. in Long
Beach. For more information call
(516) 897-24173.

Woodmere - JCC of the Greater Five
Towns will host a Come Alive Social
Day Program for frail, homebound
seniors offering relief for families on
Mondays and Thursdays from 10:00
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Congregation
Sons of Israel. Limited transporta-
tion will be offered. Congregation
Sons of Israel is located at 111 Irving
PI. in Woodmere. For more informa-
tion call (516) 569-6733.

Valley Stream - JCC of the Greater
Five Towns will host a L'Chaim Club
program of exercise, socialization
and an array of lectures on
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at
Temple Gates of Zion. Temple Gates
of Zion is located at 332 North
Corona Ave. in Valley Stream. For
more information call (516) 569-6733.

Looking for a Personal
And Caring Doctor for
Your Children?

i

Who says doctors don't make house calls anymore?

Dr. Simai is a Board Certified Pediatrician who has the old fashion care and
compassion for his patients. He received his bachelor degree at Yeshiva University,
Medical education at SUNY-Downstate and completed Shomer Shabbos Pediatric
Residency at Long Island Jewish Hospital.

Dr. Simai offers: & Walk-In - 8:00am - 9:30am, no appointment necessary
# Physical exams - up to 9:00pm

& Emergency visits - 9:00-11:00pm

House visits Available

Dr. Simai has distinctive expertise in:

ePediatric Asthma A
e Pediatric Dermatology including Eczema & Warts
e Adolescent Medicine and Eating Disorders |
e Pediatric Wound Care including Suturing

David E. Simai, M.D. FA.A.P
660 Central Avenue, Suite #3

(Corner of Grove Avenue)

Cedarhurst, New York
(516) 374-2228

Most insurances accepted!
Affiliated with North-Shore University Hospital & LIJ - Schneider Children's Hospital.
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Making Beautitul Music

Valley Stream Composer Performs His Ow

BY ANNE MARIE
ALLOCCA

Residents of Court Street in
Valley Stream no doubt often
hear the subtle strains of music
on their block thanks to two resi-
dents, composer Leonard
Lehrman and his wife, soprano
Helene Williams.

The couple, who have lived
in Valley Stream since 1999, run
Court Street Music, where stu-
dents study piano, voice and
composition. It's been a busy
month for them, performing in
Boston, preparing for their fourth
annual recital and recently mak-
ing their debut in Israel, with
concerts in Haifa and Tel Aviv.

Lehrman, a member of the
Guild of Temple Musicians, a
sister organization to the Ameri-
can Conference of Cantors, has
attended many of the confer-
ences. Next year, he will co-
chair the concerts during the
conference, which will be held
in the Catskills. However, this
year the Guild of Temple Musi-
cians conference was held for
the first time in Israel.

"In every conference I have
attended, they've welcomed their
members to perform and have
their own works performed," he
said. "This is the first time they
are not inviting composers to
present their own works. Helene
will be singing in one concert
and Il be accompanying in
another during the convention."

They were most excited
about holding their own con-
certs, one the day before the
conference started, on June 24,
and the other the day after the
conference ended, on July 1, in
Tel Aviv. It was Lehrman's con-
nections with many music
libraries around the world that
helped make the Israeli concerts
a reality. Lehrman holds a doc-
torate in music and a master's in
library, so he has many contacts
with music libraries, one being
the Felicja Blumental Music
Center in Tel Aviv. "It's a library
and an auditorium, which gives
three to five concerts a week all
year," he said before the concert.
"And I just learned that the for-
mer mayor of Tel Aviv, under
whose mayoralty that auditori-
um was built, will also be in
attendance at the concert."
Lehrman smiles, adding, "He
happens to be married to my
mother's third cousin. His name
is Shlomo Lahat and he is a very
important figure in Israeli histo-
ry. He was onstage with Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin when
Rabin was killed [in 1995]. The
song they were singing is going
to be on our program, 'Shir
L'Shalom,' the song of peace. I

translated that song from
Hebrew to English."
During the  concerts,

Lehrman and Williams per-
formed in English, Hebrew, Yid-
dish and also Ladino, a Judeo
Spanish. Another special part of
the concerts was the perfor-
mance of Jenny Kiss'd Me, a
poem by Leigh Hunt that was

b

Helene Williams and Leonard Lehrman sit at the piano, where many

beautiful compositions have been performed and created, in their Valley

Stream home on Court Street.

set to music by Lehrman and
also composer Max Stern.
Lehrman points out several
coincidences between the two
men. "Max Stern and I each
decided to set the poem to
music when we were each the
same age, 29. He was about to
leave for Israel and I was on
tour with the Metropolitan
Opera and I didn't know what
was going to happen after that.
We were both sort of at sea, not
knowing what to expect of the
future." And Williams just hap-
pened to have the sheet music
to Stern's composition in her
collection. Even more astound-
ing to Lehrman was the discov-
ery that Stern had been born in
Valley Stream.

Lehrman contacted Stern
and invited him to the concerts.
Stern, who now writes for the
Jerusalem Post, didn't review
the concerts since his work was
performed, but he did attend.
Stern was raised on Arkansas
Drive and attended Howell
Road, Memorial and Central
High. He began studying music
at Memorial. "My teachers were
Theodore Mordoff and Dewey
Riemersma. I participated in the
band, orchestra and chorus until
graduation. Bob Pratt, a former
district music director, went
with me to the NY State All-
State Orchestra," said Stern,
whose parents came to Valley
Stream during WWI when the
village was just a farm town.

Stern visited New York in
May when a showcase perfor-
mance of his opera, Messer
Marco Polo, was performed at
the New York City Opera. As he
walked onstage prior to the per-
formance, he was greeted by
cheers from a group in the audi-
ence. "Who were they?" he asked
himself. "T walked toward them.
'Hi, I'm Ellen Tuminnelli, I'm
Larry Wittlen, I'm Ellen Block,
Joyce Goldstein, Eric Casdan,’
these were the kids from my
class. Eve Siderov, now Feldman,
and a successful children's book
author, had brought them togeth-
er to give me a surprise visit. And
a surprise it was," said Stern.

As for his interpretation of
Jenny Kiss'd Me, Stern notes the
poem was once the one he read

in fifth grade with his teacher.
"A dozen years later after my
studies at the Eastman School of
Music, I was working as a free-
lance double bass player with
the Springfield Symphony in
Massachusetts and set Jenny
Kiss’d Me with a poem by
Langston Hughes to make a
small song cycle," said Stern. "It
was performed in New York City
soon afterwards by Elaine
Shapiro, America's first woman
cantor and me at a private
party. I later recorded it."

Although he has lived in
Israel since 1976, Stern fondly
recalls Valley Stream as "a beau-
tiful, quiet place. I left for col-
lege and returned only to visit.
Whenever I do, I see that this is
where my personality, ideas and
ideals were first formed and
molded."

Lehrman was looking for-
ward to meeting Stern as well as
seeing his cousin Lahat, while
Williams shares what she was
eager to do in Israel, "singing
the three Hebrew songs that I'm
singing to people who will
understand them."

The Haifa concert was held
at the home of Moshe Ron, the
head of the piano faculty at the
Haifa Conservatory. Ron is the
cousin of Marc Bliztstein, an
American composer who greatly
influenced Lehrman's life. "He
died in 1964 and I finished
about 20 of his works," said
Lehrman. "The work that he was
most obsessed with for most of
his life was called Sacco and
Vanzetti, two Italian anarchist
immigrants who were convicted
and executed for a crime they
didn't commit. I finished that
work as well. The middle sec-
tion of the concert [was] music
by Marc Blitzstein. Ron [invited]
his family and friends and Max
Stern [was] there, t0o0."

So after performing in
Israel what's on Lehrman's con-
cert wish list? Would you
believe that he's performed at
most libraries on Long Island,
but never performed in Valley
Stream at the Waldinger
Library? "We really would like to
share what we have with the
rest of the community,"
Lehrman said.
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COME SUMMER, COME SIMCHA,
COME PESCADO
Celebrate at Pescado and enjoy real elegant fish and pasta cuisine. Let our
chef capture your Simcha experience with gourmet one of a kind specials.
Enjoy our exquisite elegant dining room.
Make a luxury celebration your guest will not forget.
Make your Simcha at Pescado.
SPECIAL SUNDAY LUNCH
Engagement Parties, Sheva Brachos, Anniversaries,
Shower Parties, Birthdays, Private Parties,
Corporate and Business Parties
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“Eat Heathy, Live Longer... Pescado!”

ANN KOFFSKY

Continued from Page One

be produced by anyone. "T once
heard the reason for this is that
in Jewish law, we want to
make it as easy as possible for
people to get married, while
we want to make it difficult to
get divorced," Koffsky said. The
ketubah she wrote for herself
was the first such document
she ever produced, but since
then she has written ketubot
for many people, including her
brothers and cousins.

But Koffsky, who received
undergraduate degrees in fine
arts and Judaic studies from
Yeshiva University and later
studied at the New York School
of Visual Arts, does much more
than writing Jewish manu-
scripts. "I make pictures of all
sorts of different things," she
said about her job. Koffsky's
products include everything
from a complete line of pre-
tend-play fabric toys, to formal
seder plates, paper-cuts and
greeting cards. Her specialty,
however, is cheerful children's
books and products. Using
vivid acrylic paints and colored
pencils, she paints parachuting
cows, dancing penguins and
twirling children, which have
appeared in more than 15
books she has illustrated and in
some cases also authored.

Some of her works include
"My Jewish Counting Book"
(Shulsinger Judaica 1997),
"The Mitzvah  Go-Round
(Mesorah Publications 2002)
and "Eight Lights for Eight
Nights" (Barron's Educational
Publishing, 2003). Her latest
projects are "My Cousin Tamar
Lives In Israel," a story about
two cousins who live in Ameri-
ca and Israel and how they
each celebrate the Jewish holi-
days, and a history/craft book
about the Fourth of July that is
scheduled to appear just in
time for next year's Indepen-
dence Day.
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Koffsky, who was born in
Lynbrook and — like her chil-
dren now do — went to HANC,
started her career working at
Scholastic Books, a company

that publishes educational
books for children. "Working at
Scholastic was a great experi-
ence," she remembered. "It
really taught me how to make
things both fun and education-
al for kids."

One day, she showed her
portfolio to a publisher. The
publisher liked what he saw, but
without words there could be
no book. "I never wanted to be
a writer," Koffsky said, but in
the end she agreed to write a
story accompanying the pictures
of "All About Passover"
(Shulsinger Judaica 1997). She
didn't have to do to much addi-
tional research for her debut
work, but for her following
books — she has written about
10 books until today — she
started doing extensive research
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before drawing and writing.
Koffsky also created an
educational Chanukah pro-
gram for students. Using the
illustrations of "Eight Lights for
Eight Nights" as guides, the
program  takes  students
through the illustration process
from the first rough sketch to
the final brush stroke. For
younger students, Koffsky's 20-
minute talk is followed by a
hands-on Chanukah craft cho-
sen from the craft section of
the book. All programs include
a question and answer session.
The mother of three chil-
dren has worked on hundreds
of projects and created count-
less illustrations and other
pieces of arts, but she doesn't
have any favorites among
them. She admits that over the
years styles and tastes change,
but after all, "They're all my
children," she says about her
drawings. "How I can say I like
one better than the others?"

KAREN M. LISH, M.D., P.C.
Board Certified Dermatologist

I would like to thank the Hewlett Fire Department
and all of the other first responders for helping
to control the fire that occurred at
1200 West Broadway in Hewlett.

We are open. Our records are fine. We are
seeing patients at our temporary location
across the street.

1175 West Broadway

Hewlett, NY 11557
(516) 374-7575

Thank you to my dedicated staff and to all of our
patients for their continued support.

I look forward to continuing to provide you with
outstanding dermatological care.

General and Pediatric Dermatology
Cosmetic Dermatology

» Cosmetic & Laser Surgery * Botox - Restylane/Collagen
* Laser Hair Removal « Skin Rejuvenation Regimens for Wrinkles
» Chemical Peels ¢ Spider Vein Removal ¢ Skin Cancer Surgery
» Eczema/Psoriasis * Mole Removal « Acne/Rosacea

Most Insurances Accepted

Suite 24




4 The Jewish Star

July 14, 2006

JEWS FOR JESUS OUT IN FORCE

Continued from Page One

time missionaries, all of whom
spent two weeks at the Moody
Bible Institute in Chicago
before their arrival, have been
instructed to target intermar-
ried families and the fervently
Orthodox.

Instead of sticking to
phone-a-thons and brochure
distribution, Jews for Jesus vol-
unteers now are manning
kiosks at shopping malls, hang-
ing out at Yankee and Shea Sta-
diums, hosting film screenings
and striking up conversations
in Russian, Hebrew and Yid-
dish. The $3 million effort will
continue through July 29.

In a rare show of unity, all
four major Jewish streams have
banded together to launch a
counter-campaign. The New
York Board of Rabbis also has
signed on, with the Jewish
Community Relations Council
of New York’s anti-missionary
task force doing much of the
heavy lifting.

Jews for Judaism, a Balti-
more-based  anti-missionary
group, is serving as a consul-
tant. The groups’ message is
one of unity and community
building: “Say ‘Yes’ to
Judaism.”

In roughly 60 newspaper
ads, the coalition is asking Jews
to affirm their commitment to
Judaism by learning Torah,
having Shabbat dinner or by
giving tzedaka, among other
things. Information on Judaism
is being distributed to local
camps, schools and syna-
gogues, and is available online.

Rabbi Michael Miller, exec-
utive vice president and CEO of
the JCRC of New York, said the
Jews for Jesus message doesn’t
require a direct response, since
“the vast majority of Jews have
no interest whatsoever in the
message the Hebrew Christians
are promoting.” But, he said,
“it provided us with an oppor-
tunity to reinvigorate Jewish
practice. We are approaching
this as a positive, educational
learning experience for the
Jewish community.”

Miller said he doesn’t chal-
lenge Jews for Jesus’ right to
disseminate information, but
he does take issue with the
group”s “deceptive interpreta-
tion of the Christian faith.”

Scott Hillman, director of
Jews for Judaism, said the idea
that a Jew can consider Jesus
the messiah is an oxymoron. “If
you have two different faith
communities, you can’t be a
member of both at the same
time,” he said. “If you accept
the scripture of another faith,
you have left the Jewish com-
munity behind.”

Hillman said some Jews
may be vulnerable to Jews for

Missionaries from Jews for Jesus
put up a banner on the campus of
Stony Brook University as part of
their “Behold Your God" campaign.

Jesus’ message because of its
packaging. He cited misleading
ads about Hebrew Christians
being “fulfilled” Jews, and
brochures that cater to whatev-
er religious group the target
belongs to. “Deception, straight
out,” he said.

But Jews for Jesus says its
methods and message are
valid. “I'm just mystified as to
how we could be perceived as
deceptive,” said Susan Perlman,
Jews for Jesus’ director of com-
munications, pointing out that
all missionaries wear T-shirts
with “Jews for Jesus” embla-
zoned across the front. “We tell
people straight up front what
we believe about Jesus.”

David Brickner, the mis-
sionary group’s executive direc-
tor, said Jewish leaders had a
“kind of protective attitude, like
this community is somehow not
able to think for itself on these
issues,” he said, “that somehow
we’re Svengalis that can come
in and mind-control.”

“Look, we didn’t come to
believe this in order to win a
popularity contest,” he contin-
ued. “We understand that Jesus
has been a controversial issue
for the Jewish community for
2,000 years. But we sure would
like to have a voice on this.”

Marcia Eisenberg, the
JCRC’s general counsel and
director of its Jewish commu-
nal affairs and legal assistance
program, said Jews for Jesus
should not be afforded the lux-
ury.

“They’re trying to define
themselves into our communi-
ty,” she said. “But we get to
define our community, not you
guys.”

Miller agreed. “From our
perspective, even one Jew
enticed by the deceptive mes-
sage of the Hebrew Christians

is one Jew too many,” he said. know how to respond.

(JTA)

JEWS FOR JESUS IN THE FIVE TOWNS?

BY RAPHAEL AHREN

In spite of an act of vandalism that was committed
against Jews for Jesus two years ago, the group might return
to the Five Towns as part of its current “Behold Your God”
campaign. In May 2004, nine members of the group passed
out fliers on Central Avenue, and as they were about to leave
Cedarhurst, they found that the tires of two of the group’s
vans had been slashed.
the Jews for Jesus symbol from the vans.

The current campaign nevertheless targets Long Island
more than ever before, as the island “has one of the most sig-
nificant Jewish populations in America,” according to Susan
Perlman, associate executive director for Jews for Jesus. “We
are committed to making the messiahship of Jesus an
unavoidable issue to the Jewish people of Long Island,” she
said. "Whether it is through direct mail invitations for a free
book of stories of Jews who have come to faith in Jesus or by
one-on-one discussions on the beaches, boardwalks, at train
station or malls, we want people to have the option to consid-
er the Jewishness of Jesus and his claims of being the messi-
ah of Israel and savior of the world.”

This year, Jews for Jesus have concentrated their prosely-
tizing efforts on Long Island's beaches. While the group has
not yet announced when missionaries will be sent to the Five
Towns area, they did voice their intent to do so. “We do want
to go back, we are just waiting for the right time,” said Susan
Mendelson, who was born on the South Shore and is one of
two leaders of the current campaign.

Mendelson, 51, was one of the missionaries who witnessed
the 2004 incident, which was investigated as criminal mischief
with possible bias motives. “We are used to persecution, it
happens every time we go out,” she told The Jewish Star.
However, "It was totally worth it to be there, to talk with [Five
Towns residents] about who's the real messiah, about the love
of God that we want for them, the freedom of really knowing
God, deeply and profoundly.”

In the controversial debate that followed the vandalism
two years ago, many local rabbis expressed anger and out-
rage about the missionaries. “There is nothing Jewish about
Jews for Jesus,” said Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum of Temple Israel of
Lawrence. “They represent the most nefarious and under-
handed tactics of evangelical Christian movements who have
targeted Jews for conversion.”

Rabbi Sholom Stern of Cedarhurst's Temple Beth El told
reporters that “constitutionally they have a right, but it is
highly offensive in light of the high concentration of Jews in
the area.” Rabbi Kenneth Hain of Congregation Beth Sholom
was also offended, but added that the Jews for Jesus cam-
paign “reminds us how important it is to be educated and

Vandals also used a key to scratch off

Chances Are Excellent That the Next Person You Kiss

Has Gum Disease
because 3 out of 4 people have it

It is Now Known That Gum Disease Is Not a Disease of Just the Mouth
It’s a Serious, Body-Wide Illness

If you have gum disease, you have:

168% greater chance of having a heart attack

240% greater chance of suffering a stroke

700% greater chance of giving birth to a
premature, low birth weight baby

New Treatment Is Designed To
Effectively Remove the 2 Causes

of Gum Disease

Without the causes, there can be no disease and no destruction!

If you have gum disease and diabetes,
your diabetic symptoms will be worse.

Free Initial Evaluation

Standard therapy is lifelong, costs about
$50,000 and usually fails. You end up having
few or no teeth when you are older; and must
then replace the teeth you may have never had
to lose. New therapy is one year (or less) and
can cost 1/20 that amount.

: gl Medicine Tod

A Better Way to Get Better

If you do not know a dentist
trained to provide this new
therapy, we will tell you one
in your neighborhood.

Oral Medicine is the 21* Century version of what used to be called “Dentistry”

(800) 640-5358

Ask for your free Brochure

OralMedToday@aol.com

Now Available on Long Island

Good oral health is achieved by design.
Good general health is an unavoidable consequence.

Over the course of 30 years of standard treatment (which will cost about $50,000), you'll slowly lose
1 or 2 teeth at a time; years apart, so you do not notice that the destruction is continuing and
treatment is failing. Then, at the worst time in your life for it to happen (when you are older), you
end up with few or no teeth. You'll then recognize that the surgeries and treatment have failed; that
you endured many bouts of pain, infection and embarrassment and you could have spent the time
and money differently; more successfully.
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Just the Dish For a
Jewish Genealogist

BY JUDI LANGER-
SURNAMER CAPLAN

The 26th International
Conference on Jewish Genealo-
gy will take place August 13 to
18 in Manhattan. Over 1,500
international researchers and
experts from some 20 coun-
tries will converge on the Mar-
riott Marquis for an event offer-
ing a delectable menu of 280
programs covering 23 subject
categories on various aspects of
genealogical research, includ-
ing lectures, panels,

wards she walked to the near-
by Sephardic Synagogue
where she enjoyed seeing the
Sephardic = surnames  —
Altarac, Pinto, Yohai, and
Pappo — inscribed on the
stained glass windows.
According to  Schelly,
“Some Sephardic names such
as Crespi and Maymo, also
found on these windows and
plaques, can be traced back to
the 1200s to such places as
Valls near Barcelona.” She was
sure of this from a “new” book,

concerts, films,
Lower East Side
tours, cemetery trips,
and more.

Some eager
genealogists, like
Schelly Talalay Dard-
ashti, a native New
Yorker currently living
in Tel Aviv, are
already starting to
arrive.

“The Jewish
Genealogical Society
of New York has

done a superb job of

organizing this
year’s conference,”
Schelly  observed.
Among the many programs
listed online

(www.jgsny2006.0rg) are an
extensive Sephardic genealogy
track, teaching genealogy to
children and adults, as well as
a DNA and genetics track. As
with previous IAJGS events in
Jerusalem, Toronto, and Lon-
don, offerings include Holo-
caust Research, Poland, Cen-
tral Asia, Western Europe,
making family history docu-
mentaries, reading Hebrew
tombstones, plus computer
classes on genealogy software
and creating Web sites.

Naturally, since this year’s
mishpachology conference is
in New York, there will be
many presentations on doing
research in NYC, including a
Repository Fair where atten-
dees can meet representatives
of the metropolitan area’s pub-
lic and private archives and
libraries. There will even be an
Ancestors’ Road Show where
people can sign up for 15
minute consultations with pro-
fessional genealogists to seek
advice about family research.

But before the conference
could get underway Schelly
was looking forward to getting
a taste of Long Island’s South
Shore via a relaxing Shabbat
in Long Beach as well as relish-
ing a reunion with a close
friend she made while living in
Teheran in the 1970s who now
resides in Lawrence.

Even though this was her
first visit to Long Beach, Schelly,
a well known Jewish genealogist
and journalist, quickly encoun-
tered members of her husband’s
extended Persian family. While
shopping at Shop Glatt in Long
Beach for Shabbat provisions for
an aromatic Persian chicken
dish, Khoresht Karafs, she was
planning to make for her hosts,
she was surprised to see two
Persian signature rice dishes,
Polo Cheved (white rice with dill
and baby lima beans) and Polo
Havij (white rice with carrots
and kidney beans) in the show-
case. When she heard the own-
ers speaking Farsi, Schelly began
to converse with Moshe and
Esther Zaghi — and within a
few minutes they had deter-
mined they were cousins by
marriage.

She also discovered a
friend of a friend while stop-
ping for a bite to eat at Pizza
Pious on Park Avenue. While
chatting with Ruben Shalamov
who makes delicious kosher
pizza, falafel, calzone, and
more, she learned he was
Bukharan and spoke Farsi.
When they played Jewish
geography, and Schelly men-
tioned the Ibragimov family,
he exclaimed, “I grew up with
Moni in Moscow!” Since it
turned out that his friend
Moni was married to Sveta, a
good friend of Shelly’s, within
minutes of entering this store
Schelly found herself convers-
ing with her Las Vegas friend
Sveta whom Shalamov had
reached on his cell phone.

Thanks to the delightful
July weather, Shabbat morn-
ing Schelly shul hopped in the
Long Beach area. First she vis-
ited the Downstairs Hashkama
Minyan at Temple Israel. After-

Genealogist Schelly Talalay Dardashti and
her friend Aliza Roshan Leibowitz married
Persian Jewish men and lived in Tehran.

Els Jueus de Valls i la seva
Epoca (The Jews of Valls and
their History), she unexpected-
ly unearthed in a used book
store during a recent visit to
Barcelona, Spain, on her way
to New York. Schelly is cur-
rently planning to create a sur-
name index for this book,
“which is not on any of the
lists of resources for Sephardic
genealogy, on or off the Web.”

According to Dardashti, a
good Web site for Sephardic
genealogy and history with links
to many more Sephard webpages
is Sephardic Genealogy Resources
(www.orthohelp.com/geneal/sef
ardim.htm). There is also an
award-winning recent reference
work, Sephardic Genealogy: Dis-
covering Your Sephardic Ances-
tors and Their World, by Dr. Jef-
frey S. Malka, which comprehen-
sively covers Sephardic history,
research methods, archives, sur-
names, and maps.

On Sunday, Schelly head-
ed to the Five Towns for a
much anticipated reunion with
Aliza Roshan Leibowitz. While
both women were born and
raised in the New York City
area, they had first met after
they married Persian Jewish
men, and were living as young
wives and mothers in Teheran,
Iran, during the 1970s.

The two women strolled
through Cedarhurst, drinking
in the sights on Central
Avenue, chatting alternately in
English and Farsi, trying to
decide which one of the many
kosher restaurants to choose.
Finally, they decided upon
Sushi Metsuyan. As they sat at
a table near a long fish tank
populated by exotic marine life,
dining upon sushi and other
Asian dishes, they reminisced
about those long ago days
before the fall of the Shah.

“It was a very interesting
time for us,” said Leibowitz,
“as members of the Foreign
Wives Club, but you also have
to think about what it meant
for the older people when they
had to leave Iran.” Their con-
versation soon ranged across
the globe, touching upon
mutual friends and family in
the Persian Jewish community,
then and now, in Israel, Los
Angeles, and Great Neck. After
lunch, they went to Aliza’s
home for dessert, where they
looked at pictures, books, and
Persian wall hangings.

Before leaving Long
Beach, Schelly looked over
some of the genealogy data-
bases her hostess has worked
on, including one on the WPA’s
1939 cataloguing of New York
City Synagogues, which may
be available in the conference’s
resource room. “It’s going to
be a really great program,”
said Schelly, “and I hope to see
you there!”

To register for the 26th Interna-
tional Conference on Jewish
Genealogy, either for the full
conference or to obtain a daily
pass, go to www,jgsny2006.0rg,
www.jgsny2006.org, or contact
the Jewish Genealogical Society
(NY) Inc., 15 West 16th Street,
New York, NY 10011,
(212) 294-8326.
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Israeli Baseball League off|C|aIs hope athletes from Israel s national baseball team will take part in the league.

PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL COMES TO ISRAEL

Continued from Page One

in his life where he wanted to
actively support Israel. His son
Jeremy, 18, had a summer job
working for the Brockton Rox, a
minor league baseball team in
Massachusetts. Baras drove his
son to the games and more
often than not he would stay to
watch the games. Since he was
staying for the games anyway,
Baras became a season ticket
holder. That is when he “fell in
love with baseball again.”

“You have a game with
entertainment that transcends
the game,” Baras said. “You
have so much fun with the
4,000 to 5,000 people that are
there with you. In our search of
having something good for
Israel we thought, if this scene
can be transplanted over there
in Israel, what a gift that would
be.”

The Israeli Baseball League
is a Boston-based organization
that has taken the lead in pro-
moting the development of
baseball in the State of Israel.
The IBLs ultimate plan includes
the launching of a professional
baseball league in Israel consist-
ing of six teams with 20 players
on each team. The league will
use blue wooden bats with
white writing, much like the
Israeli flag. The innaugural sea-
son will consist of a 48 game
schedule, with 24 home games
and 24 games on the road. The
top two teams will make the
playoffs to compete for the
league championship in a best
out of five series.

The Israeli Baseball League
is currently evaluating several
options for the locations of its
franchises. All six teams will be
league-owned and operated
and these teams will play in
existing facilities or municpal
soccer stadiums that will acco-
modate between 2,500 and
5,000 people.

Baras described Gezer
Field, the site of the Israeli Base-
ball League’s inaugural game, as
“the most amazing baseball field
I have ever seen in my life.”
When he was in Israel this May,
Baras was watching a game on
what he described as “absolutely
the most breathtaking field I
have ever seen.” It was then that
the thought appeared to him
that “Israel not only deserves
baseball, but baseball also
deserves Israel.”

There have already been
preliminary discussions for
potential sites for teams
throughout Israel other than in
Kibbutz Gezer. The Jewish
National Fund, which is respon-
sible for creating recreational
areas in Israel, is one such insti-
tution, helping the IBL secure
land for conversion into baseball
fields in the future. Three such
parcels of land have already
been designated in Tel Aviv,
Netanya and Beer Sheva. The
IBL will make its first franchise
decisions soon as well. The
league will be selling these fran-
chises, starting off by selling
minority interests in $25,000
units. The franchise purchasers
will then put together their
teams.

“Whoever owns these
teams is going to have a blast.
It’s almost like fantasy baseball
coming to life,” Baras said.
“They will be able to evaluate
players, conduct trades, hire the
manger, fire the manger and tell
everyone they own a baseball
team.”

But can a professional base-
ball league be established in
Israel? “It would be a much
needed diversion from what
they have to deal with every

day,” Baras said.

Baseball does already exist
is Israel with over 2,000 players
participating in league play
along with national teams of all
ages and genders that represent
Israel in international tourna-
ments. The number would be
greater if there were more
“baseball fields, equipment and
instruction,” according to the
IBL Web site. Baras hopes the
Israeli Baseball League can
change this. The IBL and the
Israel Association of Baseball,
Israel’s official baseball federa-
tion, are even filing a formal
appplication to field a team in
the 2009 World Baseball Classic.
Baras hopes to field that team
and those in the IBL with native
Israeli players as well as Jewish
Major and Minor Leaguers. He
feels there could be at least 20
players in the new league from
Israel itself.

“There are more players
from Israel then I realized that
play at a caliber of ball that is
proficient and entertaining,” he
said. “We are hoping and
expecting to have a real good
representation of Jewish Ameri-
can athletes. I've gotten
inquiries from every age, race
and sex.”

The level of play in the
Israeli Baseball League will con-
sist of everything from current
and former minor leaguers to
Division 1 baseball players to
40- and 50-year-olds that want
to follow their dream of playing
professional baseball, according
to Baras. There will be Ortho-
dox Jews trying out for these
teams as well as some non-Jews.
He hope that as many American
players of Jewish descent as
possible will make up the team
in the league.

The first player tryouts for
the inaugural 2007 Israeli Base-
ball League will be held under
the supervision of IBL Director
of Player Development Dan
Duquette, former general man-
ager of both the New York Mets
and Boston Red Sox, and his
staff at the Duquette Sports
Academy in Hinsdale, Massa-
chusetts. The single-day tryouts
will be held on Monday, August
21 and Tuesday, August 22 with
prospective athletes choosing
between the two days. There is
a $50 fee for trying out on
either of the one-day tryouts —
not much for the possilbe fulfill-
ment of a life’s dream.

“As long as someone can
play and not embarass them-
selves they are going to be in
the running,” Baras explained.
“They may not be starters every
game, but having people like
that will also add to the fun of
the game. It’s still a good caliber
of play, but you have players
there that just want to have
fun.”

Unlike other specator sports
in Israel, the IBL plans on
putting a premium on family-
oriented entertainment. Their
games will be modeled after
minor league baseball with pre-
game, post-game, and in-game
entertainment that hope to tran-
scend the mere playing of the
game of baseball. Baras has high
hopes for this league. He joked,
“Baseball is the only sport that
has the word sacrifice in it as a
sporting term.”

“By and large my goal is to
take a game that I consider the
greatest game on earth and give
it to the Israelis,” Baras said.
“Even if they don’t know they
need it theyll love it. I think
Israel needs baseball and can
benefit from it.”

For more information on the
Israeli Baseball League go to

www.israelbaseballleague.com
or www.duquettesportsacade-
my.com
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Jordan Leigh Santeramo, the
daughter of Carol Santeramo of
Westbury and Vincent Santeramo of
White Plains, and Daniel H. Smith,
the son of Alice and Jeffrey Smith of
West Hempstead, were married on
March 26, 2006 at Temple B’Nai
Sholom in Rockville Centre.

The couple, both 27, are associ-
ates at New York law firms. Jordan
at Davis, Polk, & Wardwell and
Daniel at Abrams, Fensterman, Fen-
sterman, Flowers, Greenberg & Eis-
man.

The bride, who attended South
Side High School, Rockville Centre,
and graduated cum laude from
Hofstra University, and the bride-
groom, who graduated cum laude
from Binghamton University, met at
Hofstra University School of Law,
where both received their law
degrees — she summa cum laude
and he cum laude. The couple
resides in New York City.
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In conjunction with the
Cedarhurst Business Improvement District,
the Cedarhurst Merchants are hosting a...

SUPER
SIDEWALK

SALE"®

for you to discover that
petrfect treasure...or two!

SPONSORED BY

Experience the charm of Cedarhurst Shopping and the
sophistication of first-class boutiques and shops.

With more than 50 shops, restaurants and businesses joining in,
the Cedarhurst Sidewalk Sale is more of a party than a sale!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
Wednesday July 19 from 9:30 am to 9:00 pm and
Thursday July 20 from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm*...
AND ENJOY THE ART OF SAVING MONEY

It’s Optimum or it’s not.

* (Rain date: Friday July 21st from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm)

For more information and a complete listing of
participating stores go to www.shopcedarhurst.com
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OPINION

How to Deal With Jews For Jesus

esidents of the Five Towns are not

unfamiliar with Jews for Jesus
and their proselytizing efforts.

likely they will come again. With an

11 counties, they give out flyers and
strike up conversations in midtown

who have not yet bumped into one of
them will sooner or later — there is
hardly any way to escape their flashy
and intrusive campaign.

It is unfortunate that Five Towners

2004 campaign, instead of engaging
them in dialogue or outright ignoring

cal skills to be able to explain why we
Jews reject the claim of Jesus’ messi-

hey have been here before, and most

estimated $3 million budget, their cur-
rent “Behold Your God” campaign is the
largest and most well-funded mission-
ary campaign in the area’s history. This
July, Jews for Jesus are proselytizing in

Manhattan, in Shea Stadium and on the
streets of the South Shore. Those of you

apparently felt compelled to damage the
property of Jews for Jesus during their

them. Not everyone needs to possess the
theological knowledge and the rhetori-

ahship. But everyone, without excep-
tion, should be able to control his or her
anger and refrain from any kind of van-
dalism and physical or verbal abuse. We
are lucky to have among us bright and
eloquent defenders of our faith; those
who cannot fight missionaries with
arguments should fight them with an
enhanced commitment to the Jewish
values we believe in.

The Jewish community is without a
doubt obligated to respond and to
counter a missionary effort as big and
provocative as the “Behold Your God”
campaign, and in fact, it has done so
in an encouraging display of unity and
commitment. As sad as it is that it
takes a common enemy to bring the
different streams of Judaism to agree
on something, the campaign, in which
“New York’s diverse Jewish community
says in one voice ‘Yes to Judaism,” is a
step in the right direction. “This
month, and every month, make your

Jewish practice stronger and more
meaningful,” we are urged by the cam-
paign’s newspaper ads, which bear the
symbols of all four major Jewish move-
ments. We are told the right approach
to deal with this July’s proselytizing
campaign: counter it by learning Torah
and more about Judaism, by doing
acts of love and kindness and by pray-
ing “to the One God of All Humanity.”

Jews for Jesus say they are puzzled
about why the Jewish community
reacts so harshly to their campaign,
although they unremittingly tout their
message to those who do not want to
hear it. “Jesus was and is for all people.
And most certainly he is for Jews,” the
group wrote in a full-page ad in The
New York Times on Tuesday, July 11.
Everybody should be allowed to believe
in whatever they want — and be able to
voice that belief without fear of repres-
sion or harm — but Jews for Jesus has
to realize that the Jewish community
utterly rejects their notion of religion
and finds their enormous proselytizing
efforts simply offensive.
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nyone in the habit of

should be held against her. But

From the Mouths of Mothers

reading letters to the

editor in The New York

Times or any of a num-
ber of periodicals is exposed to
diametric perspectives on the
Israeli-Palestinian issue. He
reads equally spirited defenses
of both Israeli and Palestinian
stances and actions: of the ratio-
nale for targeted killings, and of
their outrageousness; of the
reduction of terrorist attacks
effected by Israel’s security
fence, and of the dire difficulties
“the wall poses for Arab farm-
ers; of the wickedness of suicide
bombers, and of the terrible
frustration that leads to such
desperate acts.”

Simple minds can all too easi-
ly come to conclude that the two
sides to the conflict are moral
equivalents. After all, Palestini-
ans want land, and so do Israelis.
Israelis say they want peace, and
so do Palestinians. Palestinians
kill, and ditto for Israel.

There are times, though,
when plain people’s plain words
speak more eloquently than any
letter writer’s or spokesperson’s,
revealing more profound cultur-
al truths than anything to be
found in the massive morass of
political punditry.

Like the words of an Israeli
mother of 18-year-old yeshiva
student Eliyahu Asheri, who
was abducted and murdered by
Palestinian “militants” at the
end of June. After he was kid-
napped, his abductors
announced that unless their
demands for an Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza were met
their captive would be
“butchered in front of TV cam-
eras” — even though they had
already killed the boy shortly
after seizing him.

Hearing that her son had
been killed, Mrs. Asheri, a

Rabbi Avi Shafran

woman with unmistakably Jew-
ish sensibilities, had the follow-
ing to say:

“At this time the pain is so
unbearable; I can barely find a
way to hold it. But one thing I
can say is that many times in
the past years, because of the
many disagreements between
brothers we have in this coun-
try, many times I asked Hashem
to give me, first of all, love in
my heart for everyone.

“What strengthens you is,
first of all, knowing that to die
al kiddush Hashem [in sanctifi-
cation of G-d’s name], as he did
— that Hashem chose him, this
is the thing that comforts us.”

Just about the time Eliyahu
Asheri was abducted, a funeral
was taking place in Gaza for
three Palestinian children unin-
tentionally killed in an Israeli
strike on a car carrying three
terrorists. Hundreds of mourn-
ers angrily clamored for
revenge, and Falestin al-Sharif,
the mother of one of the chil-
dren, had words of her own.

“If I get my hands on an
explosive belt,” she said, “I
would go and explode myself
inside Israel to tear their hearts
out for their children, like they
did to me.”

No mother’s words cried out
in grief over the loss of a child

they can nevertheless be telling.

Two mothers. Two griefs.
Two reactions. Two cultures.

Two sides, too. Superficially
similar. But, in truth, deeply dif-
ferent.

At the beginning of July,
Palestinian television, after a
three year hiatus, began to
rebroadcast a film clip featuring
a child actor playing
Mohammed al-Dura, the boy
who was claimed to have been
killed by Israeli guns during a
firefight at the start of the 2000
intifada but, as it turned out,
was almost certainly killed by
Palestinian bullets. He is por-
trayed as playing happily in
heaven, calling to the children
viewers to “follow me.” A singer
croons a song describing how
the earth longs for the deaths of
children, how its “thirst is
quenched by blood pouring out
of young bodies.”

One needn'’t be a knee-jerk
defender of every Israeli policy
— I certainly am not — to recog-
nize the essential quandary of a
country facing an enemy sworn
to its destruction, a country that
is regularly subjected to terrorist
and missile attacks and whose
enemy inculcates its young with
burning hatred of the other.

Any truly objective and
informed observer should readi-
ly perceive how distinct are the
two cultures in the Middle East
today. Their respective ideals,
aspirations and hopes are —
despite the letters sections —
not similar at all.

And pretending they are will
only perpetuate the conflict, and
help ensure that more innocent
blood, G-d forbid, will be shed.

Rabbi Shafran is director of pub-
lic affairs for Agudath Israel of
America.
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