
Lee Settles for Silver Medal
Becomes Local Hero In Process

B Y  T A M A R  H A N A U  

he Salute to Israel Parade is always
a momentous event, filled with
passion, excitement, dances, music,
fun and cheer. Fifth Avenue is

flooded with Israeli flags, El-Al banners
and Jews from the tristate area who have
all come out together as one to celebrate
our Jewish state, the state of Israel, our
homeland. This past Sunday’s Salute to
Israel parade was even more important to
me, as it would be my last time marching
with my high school. Bedecked in lime-
green shirts, Israeli flags and countless
banners, we launched onto Fifth Avenue
excited to show our support for Israel. As
we began to walk I noticed many differ-
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A Damper On
Our Parade

Serving the Jewish communities of the South Shore
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Walking on Sunshine

This past Sunday, more than 400 people came together at the Henry Kaufmann Campgrounds in
Wheatley Heights to be a part of the Friedberg JCC’s “Walk to Help the Sun Rise for Children with
Cancer.” The walk raised $100,000, with all the proceeds going to Sunrise Day Camp — the first day
camp on the East Coast for children with cancer.

Sunrise Day Camp will open its doors on July 10 at the Henry Kaufmann Campgrounds. The camp is
designed to meet the emotional, social, recreational and physical needs of children with cancer while
allowing them to enjoy the comforts and safety of home at night.  

B Y  P A U L  S H A P I R O

The Five Towns were in the national
spotlight this week as “Apprentice” finalist
Lee Bienstock became a reality television
star. Although Lee didn’t win the dream job
of a lifetime, he has been the talk of the
town — if not the country — over the past
few weeks. The 23-year-old Lawrence resi-
dent beat out  more than one million peo-
ple just to make it to the season finale. Lee
set two records on his road to the finals; he
was the youngest finalist in “Apprentice”
history and also took the role of project
manager more times than anyone ever has.

Many Five Towners still feel that Lee is
a winner who has a great future ahead of
him with or without being named Donald
Trump’s “Apprentice.” Oren Benzaquen, a
HAFTR senior, looks up to him. “Lee is my
role model and hero,” he said. “I love him.
Lee would have been the best ‘Apprentice’
ever. He had the skill, dedication and
Trump savvy.”

These seemed to be the thoughts of more than 400 of Lee’s
biggest fans, who gathered at the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire
Department for his “Hometown Apprentice Fundraising Party”
Monday night. The firehouse garage was overflowing as his
fans — many forced to stand — wore shirts and made signs
with Lee’s name while chanting and cheering for him during
the majority of the hour and a half season finale.

B Y  R A P H A E L  A H R E N

HANC's current director of develop-
ment, Rabbi Zvi Friedman, was named
new executive director of Aish Hatorah's
Jewel Program, the only learning program
in Jerusalem exclusive to women that is
not a full-time seminary. Starting this July,
Rabbi Friedman will be overseeing the
program and directing its fundraising
efforts. Located in Jerusalem's suburban
neighborhood of Ramat Eshkol, Jewel is
open to women ages 19 to 30 who have
little or no Jewish background and
attempts to familiarize them with Israel
and the Jewish religion. 

"One of Jewel's main purposes is to
fight intermarriage," Rabbi Friedman said
about the program, which runs in four-
week cycles in the summer months as well
as December and January. Currently, the
rate of intermarriage is more than 70 per-
cent, and Jewel claims to be able to
reverse that trend. "The program has a
very effective rate of return. ... At least 80
percent of participants go on to marry
Jews. Some also go on to studying more,"
Rabbi Friedman told The Jewish Star.
"The potential is mind-boggling, and the
opportunity to be at the epicenter of this
program while working in the capital of
the world — Yerushalayim — is an oppor-
tunity I am blessed to have." Over the past
two years, Jewel has brought more than
2,200 young adults to Israel. Over the
next four years, the program plans to
enroll an additional 10,000 young
women. 

Rabbi Friedman was ordained by
Yeshiva University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan B Y  R A P H A E L  A H R E N

On June 19,
when the students of
HAFTR Middle
School celebrate their
graduation, they will
have a wide selection
of high schools to
choose from. Most of
them will go on to
HAFTR High School
— but one student
who would love to do
just that might not be
able to because he is
limited to schools
with wheelchair
accessibility.

For the last three years, Sammy Mograbi has
studied at Kulanu Torah Academy (KTA) at HAFTR
Middle School. Sammy, 15, has cerebral palsy. At
birth, he suffered a lack of oxygen, which resulted
in a significant brain injury. The condition affects
Sammy’s balance and coordination including his
ability to walk and the quality of his speech.
Although he is able to walk slowly with the help of a
walker, in school he uses a wheelchair most of the
time, mainly for safety reasons and time constraints.
Sammy’s problem: the high school building on Cen-
tral Avenue does not yet have an elevator to accom-
modate wheelchairs.

HAFTR officials have thought about installing a
full-purpose elevator through all three floors of the
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Rabbi Heads 
to Jerusalem
to Lead Aish

Program

HAFTR seniors Eli Malakan and Michael Brandwein are proud to have known Lee before he became a
reality television star on “The Apprentice.” See APPRENTICE, Page 3

Reaching Higher
Students Raise Money
for HAFTR Elevator

See FRIEDMAN, Page 3

See PARADE, Page 5
See HIGHER, Page 4
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A N D  R O Z  R O T H S T E I N

esterners are agonizing about

whether the 12 Danish cartoons of

Mohammed showed unforgivable

prejudice against Islam. Enraged

Muslims in Europe, the Middle East and

Asia are rampaging in protest against the

cartoons, demanding apologies, boycotts,

blood and even beheadings.  But in all this,

the real outrage is overlooked: the sheer

hypocrisy of these reactions.

These angry Muslims demand that the

world honor Islamic symbols and sensitivi-

ties, but adamantly refuse to grant the

same to other religions. They don’t just

draw satirical cartoons or limit their insults
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Dangerous Hypocrisy

World Reactions to Danish

Cartoons 
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B Y  R A P H A E L  A H R E N

Despite a somewhat defec-

tive music system, cold weather

and a heavy wind that made it

difficult to carry a chupah,

about 150 people danced from

Occasions catering hall to

HAFTR’s Upper School on Mon-

day morning to celebrate the

dedication of a new sefer Torah.

The scroll was donated by

Helen and Abe Fuchs,

Cedarhurst residents and own-

ers of Occasions, whose son Jef-

frey is a ninth grader at the

school.
“All shuls in the neighbor-

hood have —

thank God —

enough sifrei

Torah. So I

spoke to the

chairman of

HAFTR, and

they really had

a need for a

new sefer,”

Helen said. “At

HAFTR, the

Torah will be

read every

Monday and

Thursday,” and

not just once in

while, as is the

case in larger

shuls in the area, where Torah

scrolls go on “rotation.” The

Fuchs family specifically wanted

to donate a Torah scroll to an

institution where it would be

read on a regular basis.

The sefer Torah was writ-

ten by sofer Aharon Frankel of

Haifa, Israel, but it is customary

of a Hachnasat Sefer Torah to

have people in the community

complete the last sentences.

This enables them to fulfill the

biblical commandment of writ-

ing a sefer Torah. Many of the

men at the event were given the

opportunity to partake in this

mitzvah. Sofer Moshe Lieber-

man of Far Rockaway passed

them the feather, acting as their

messenger when he filled the

pre-written letter shapes with

ink. Ninth graders from HAFTR

were also able to participate.

Gary Willig, 15, from Bayside,

Queens, “wrote” the letter nun.

“I’ve never seen a Torah being

made before,” he said. “It was

pretty exciting.”

Rabbi Rothstein, the

head of the

HAFTR Kollel

gave a lecture

on the laws

and impor-

tance of this

special mitz-

vah. Then

there was a

study session

during which

the ninth

graders met

with seniors

from HAFTR,

who have been

preparing to

tutor their

schoolmates

for the last week. “To write a

sefer Torah is the last mitzvah

in the Torah,” said Rabbi David

Leibtag, HAFTR’s educational

director. That is why this study

session is so special — it con-

nects past, present and future,”

he told The Jewish Star. 

After the ink of the last let-

ters had dried, the new scroll

was lifted, carried out of the

Israel Meir Cohen, leader

of Revava, a right-wing, grass-

roots organization known for

staging a protest against the

Gaza evacuation at the Temple

Mount last March, told South

Shore residents on Monday

night that — even after

Hamas’s win — Arabs are not

the problem. 

“We are the problem,”

Cohen said at West Hemp-

stead’s Congregation Eitz

Chayim of Dogwood Park. “I

do have a problem with the

Jews who don’t speak up for

what is theirs.”

What is theirs, according

to Cohen, is the Temple Mount

and the land of Israel.

“Revava feels that the

land of Israel belongs to the

Jewish people, and we believe

B Y  D A V I D  B E D E I N  

The Fatah movement, which con-

trols the Palestinian Authority security

agencies, said it is ready to join Hamas

in the war against Israel.

Former Minister of State for Secu-

rity Mohammed Dahlan, regarded as

Fatah’s chief in the Gaza Strip, said the

movement would not join Hamas in

any government. 

However, Dahlan said Fatah was

ready to fight alongside Hamas against

Israel.
Dahlan told Egypt’s Nile Channel

on Jan. 29 that he hoped Hamas

would succeed in joining forces with

Fatah in a war against Israel. Dahlan

also said Hamas would also run mili-

tary facilities.

“Certainly we will join forces in

facing Israel, and Hamas announced

that it will join its forces, will lead a

struggle against Israel and also will run

bases,” Dahlan said. “I hope Hamas

will succeed in those three things.”

Seeking to prevent Fatah retalia-

tion, Hamas leaders denied any con-

nection to the attack on former Pre-

ventive Security Apparatus director

Col. Suleiman Abu Mutlaq. The PSA,

however, blamed Hamas for the bomb-

ing.

Abu Mutlaq was Fatah’s candidate

who ran and lost in the Palestinian

Legislative Council elections in the

Khan Yunis region. Hamas blamed

Fatah rivals of Abu Mutlaq for the

bombing, which damaged his house.

Despite Dahlan’s dismissal, Hamas

has not given up on Fatah participa-

tion in the next PA government.

Hamas leaders told the London-based

Asharq Al Awsat on Feb. 4 that Egypt,

B Y  D A V I D  B E D E I N  

Six Israeli Knesset Parliament

members of the National Union

Party convened a press conference

last Thursday evening at the Beit

Agron International Press Center in

Jerusalem, the day after the Israeli army and Israeli

police demolished nine buildings in Amona, adjacent to

the  Jewish community of Ofra, just north of Jerusalem.  

The MKs convening the press conference were

Aryeh Eldad, General Efraim Eitam, Rabbi Benny Alon,

Tzvi Hendel, Uri Ariel, and Rabbi Yitzhak Levy.   

Three of the Knesset members were present at

Amona during the demolition — Eldad, Eitam and Alon.

Eldad and Eitam spent the night in Hadassah hospital

after being trampled by police horses — Eldad with an

arm fracture and Eitam with head injuries.

At their press conference, the National Union MKs

announced that they had circulated a petition to all fac-

tions of the Knesset in which they called for it to autho-

rize the creation of an extra-parliamentary commission

whose task it would be to establish a non-partisan investi-

gation into the events of Amona, to verify the facts of

how and why so much violence occurred, which resulted
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New Torah Scroll Dedicated at HAFTR 

Fatah Ready to Join Hamas Against Israel

Amona: What Really Transpired 

Revava Leader Visits West Hempstead

See AMONA, Page 6

See CARTOONS, Page 6

See REVAVA, Page 4

See HAMAS, Page 6

See TORAH, Page 4

“To write a sefer Torah

is the last mitzvah in the

Torah. That is why this

study session is so 

special — it connects

past, present and future.”

Rabbi David Leibtag

HAFTR's educational director

Photo by Raphael Ahren

Sofer Moshe Lieberman of Far Rockaway puts in the final letters of the new Torah scroll that was donated to HAFTR this week.

*Only valid in Nassau County



Lawrence - Temple Emanu-El of
Lynbrook will celebrate the years
of Andy Trevers’ service at a cele-
bration luncheon at the Lawrence
Country Club on Sunday, June 11.
At the luncheon, a souvenir jour-
nal of ads from local merchants
and congregants alike will be dis-
tributed. Lawrence Country Club is
located at 400 Country Club
Terrace in Lawrence. For more
information call the Temple office
at (516) 593-4004 or Luncheon
Chairpersons Sandy and Gene
Alexander at (516) 223-7091.

North Woodmere - The Five
Towns Jewish Council will host its
Twelfth Annual Herbert Tenzer
Memorial Legislative Award
Breakfast on Sunday, June 11 at
9:30 a.m. at Temple Hillel. Former
New York Senator Alphonse M.
D’Amato will be honored at the
breakfast. Temple Hillel is located
at 1000 Rosedale Rd. in North
Woodmere. For more information
call (516) 374-6374.

Bellmore - The 90-minute film
entitled “My Name is Moshe” will
be shown on Sunday, June 11 at
10:15 a.m. at the Bellmore Movies.
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. “My
Name is Moshe” is a film covering
the “life and tunes” of Moshe
Nathanson, z”l, who only 100
years ago at the age of 12 was the
creator of Jerusalem’s most-often
sung song of joy, “Hava Nagila.”
The cost for this showing will be
$6. The Bellmore Movies are locat-
ed directly facing the Bellmore
Railroad Station at 222 Pettit Ave.
in Bellmore. For more information
call (843) 524-4013.

Plainview - The Mid-Island Y JCC
will host a Senior Adult Cultural
Arts Gala on Sunday, June 11 at
7:00 p.m. at the Plainview-Old
Bethpage Public Library. The JCC’s
creative and talented seniors will
perform many acts including
singing, dancing and instrumen-
tals along with artwork on display.
The fee for this event is $10. The
Plainview-Old Bethpage Public
Library is located at 999 Old
Country Rd. in Plainview. For more
information call (516) 822-3535,
ext. 328 or ext. 335.  

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC will
host a Sophisticated Singles pro-
gram for ages 35 to 55 every
Monday in June from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. The topic on June 12 will be
“Beauty & the Beast: How to
Overcome Rejection and Attract
Love.” This weekly program gives
singles the opportunity to meet
one another as well as learn about
themselves. The fee is $8 per ses-
sion. The Friedberg JCC is located
at 15 Neil Ct. in Oceanside. For more
information call Marcy Hallerman at
(516) 766-4341, ext. 133.

Far Rockaway - The Bayswater
Jewish Center will host a casting
call for The Bayswater Players fall
production of the comedy “The
Absence of a Cello” on Monday
and Tuesday, June 12 and 13 at
7:00 p.m. The Bayswater Players
are seeking two males and two
females in their 40s, one male
and one female in their 20s, and
one female in her 50s. The
Bayswater Jewish Center Theater
is located on Dickens St. at Healy
Ave. in Far Rockaway. For more
information call (718) 471-7771 or
go to www.bayplays.com.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns will host a
Beyond Bereavement Dinner on
Tuesday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m. The
fee for this event is $15. The JCC
of the Greater Five Towns is locat-
ed at 207 Grove Ave. in
Cedarhurst. For more information
call Lisa Stern at (516) 569-6733,
ext. 209.

Plainview - The Mid-Island Y JCC
will host a Retirees Activity
Program on Wednesday, June 14
from 2:00 to 4:15 p.m. The topic will
be “Jewish Communal Aid
Societies: Compassion, Cooperation
& Conflict” with Dr. Harriet Davis-
Kram. The fee for this event is $1
for JCC members and $6 for non-
members. The Mid-Island Y JCC is
located at 45 Manetto Hill Rd. in
Plainview. For more information
call Elissa Friedman, Assistant
Director of Adult Services, at (516)
822-3535, ext. 335.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns will host a
Disabled Singles Dinner on
Wednesday, June 14 at 5:30 p.m.
There is a $3 fee for transporta-
tion. The JCC of the Greater Five
Towns is located at 207 Grove Ave.
in Cedarhurst. For more informa-
tion call Chana Pfeifer at (516)
569-6733, ext. 213. 

Woodsburgh-  The Five Towns
Chapter of Emunah of America
will host a Shabbat Tea in honor
of Autumn Mael, Gitty Margules,
Janine Nathan, M.D. and Lisa
Zaslowsky with guest speaker
Maria Sirois, author of “Every Day
Counts, Lessons in Love, Faith and
Resilience” on Saturday, June 17
at 4:00 p.m. The event will take
place at 22 Willow Rd. in
Woodsburgh. The fee for this
event is a minimum of $54 per
person. For more information or
to RSVP call (516) 374-1753.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns will host a
Holocaust Survivor Dinner on
Thursday, June 15 at 6:00 p.m. The
fee for this event is $5. The JCC of
the Greater Five Towns is located
at 207 Grove Ave. in Cedarhurst.
For more information call Cathy
Byrne at (516) 569-6733, ext. 220.

Wantagh - The Wantagh Jewish
Center will host “Shabbat Under
the Stars” on Friday, June 16 at
8:00 p.m. This outdoor Shabbat
service will be held indoors if it
rains. The Wantagh Jewish Center
is located at 3710 Woodbine Ave.
in Wantagh. For more information
call (516) 785-2445.

Rockville Centre - Central
Synagogue of Nassau County will
hold a Blood Drive under the aus-
pices of its Brotherhood and
Social Action Committee on
Monday, June 19 from 4:00 to 8:00
p.m. If you wish to donate you
cannot have donated 8 weeks
prior to this drive. Donors must be
over 16 (with parent’s consent),
weigh at least 110 lb., have a pic-
ture ID, and be in general good
health. Central Synagogue of
Nassau County is located at 430
DeMott Ave. in Rockville Centre.
For more information call 
(516) 766-4300.

Lawrence - The South Shore
Chapter of Amit will host its
Annual luncheon honoring
Mothers-In-Israel on Monday, June
19 at 12:30 p.m. at Traditions
Restaurant. The fee for this event
is $25.99. A salt free meal is avail-
able upon request with reserva-
tion. Traditions Restaurant is
located at 302 Central Ave. in
Lawrence. For more information
or to RSVP call Laura Diamond at
(718) 327-2178

Plainview - The Mid-Island Y JCC
will host a Wednesday Night Senior
Club, for adults ages 60 and up, on
Wednesday, June 21 from 7:30 to
10:00 p.m. This club incorporates a
variety of social and educational
activities for seniors who wish to
meet new friends and develop new
interests. The June 21 program will
be International singers Eranga &

Prianga. The fee for this event is $1
for JCC members and $5 for non-
members. The Mid-Island Y JCC is
located at 45 Manetto Hill Rd. in
Plainview. For more information
call Elissa Friedman, Assistant
Director of Adult Services, at 
(516) 822-3535, ext. 335.

Long Beach - The Bach will host a
Junior Shabbat Service every
Saturday from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
This is an opportunity for children
ages 4-10 to enjoy a “Kid’s Minyan”
with Jewish songs and stories,
games with Jewish themes, and
special Shabbat treats. The Bach is
located at 210 Edwards Blvd. in
Long Beach. For more information
call (516) 897-2473.

North Woodmere - Temple Hillel
will host a Shalom Club on
Mondays from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. The Shalom Club will incorpo-
rate a day of exercise, lunch and
an afternoon lecture. Temple Hillel
is located at 1000 Rosedale Rd. in
North Woodmere. For more infor-
mation call (516) 791-6344.

Woodmere - Congregation Sons
of Israel will host a Come Alive
Social Day Program for frail,
homebound seniors offering relief
for families on Mondays and
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.  Limited transportation will
be offered. Congregation Sons of
Israel is located at 111 Irving Pl. in
Woodmere. For more information
call (516) 569-6733.

Valley Stream - Temple Gates of
Zion will host a L’Chaim Club pro-
gram of exercise, socialization
and an array of lectures on
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Temple Gates of Zion is located at
332 North Corona Ave. in Valley
Stream. For more information call
(516) 561-2308.

Lynbrook - Congregation Beth
David will host a Thrift Shop on
Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to
3:00 p.m. A large selection of new
and gently used merchandise,
including clothing, shoes, jewelry,
household appliances and equip-
ment, glassware, bric-a-brac,
books, etc. will be available. All
items are priced to sell.
Congregation Beth David is locat-
ed at 188 Vincent Ave. in Lynbrook.
For more information call 
(516) 599-9464.

West Hempstead - The JCC of
West Hempstead will host Mini
University. This five week series,
which started the week of May 16,
will take place each Tuesday dur-
ing the weeks of June 6, June 13
and June 20 at 1:00 p.m. These
classes will be led by Rabbi Art
Vernon and will cover the topic of
“Jewish Identity Through
Contemporary Literature.” A small
registration fee must be paid in
advance. The JCC of West
Hempstead located on 711
Dogwood Ave. in West Hempstead.
For more information call the
Temple office at (516) 481-7448. 

ON THE

Calendar

CALENDAR POLICY
Notices from the community are print-
ed free of charge in the “On the
Calendar” section.  Upcoming events
sponsored by civic, service, religious
and communal organizations should
be typed, when possible, and double-
spaced.  All submissions should
include a contact name and daytime
telephone number.  Deadline for cal-
endar submissions is noon,
Wednesday, for the next week’s publi-
cation and may be mailed to The
Jewish Star, 910 Orlando Ave., W.
Hempstead, NY 11552; faxed to 
(516) 569-4942; or e-mailed to 
thejewishstar@aol.com.
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Theological Seminary and
holds a Master's degree
from the Wurzweiler School
of Social Work. After work-
ing for the Young Israel of
Flatbush, the UJA Federa-
tion of Greater Washington
and the United Jewish Com-
munity of Bergen County,
he moved to Woodmere,
where he has lived with his
family for the last 15 years.
Before going to HANC, he served as exec-
utive director of HALB for 13 years, at a
time when the school grew from one
campus with about 500 students to three
campuses with over 1,700 students.

"The success that [Rabbi Friedman]
experienced at the Federation, HALB and
HANC are truly remarkable, both in
terms of the money raised and the

countless lay leaders that he
involved," said Rabbi
Chanan Kaufman, executive
director of Aish Hatorah's
Jerusalem Fellowship pro-
gram, of which Jewel is a
division. "The accolades
that we have heard from
the leaders at HANC after
his being there only two
years are truly remarkable."

This July, Rabbi Fried-
man and his wife Tobi will
move to Ramat Beit

Shemesh where they will be joining their
four children and three grandchildren,
who all moved to Israel last September.
The decision to move to Israel was a "no-
brainer" for him and his family, Rabbi
Friedman said — "that's where every
Jew should be." Nonetheless, he thinks
that the Five Towns are "a wonderful
place to live," he told The Jewish Star.

"It's an unbelievable area with a remark-
able community and lots of remarkable
people. There is everything you can ask
for other than Israel." 

“Apprentice” fans at the home-
town party ranged from his local
friends and family, including
HAFTR students and faculty, to his
fellow Cornell graduates who came
to cheer him on. “HAFTR is
extremely proud of our graduate
Lee. He is truly an inspiration to our
students,” HAFTR Executive Direc-
tor David Shapiro said. 

Lee’s fan club watched the final
minutes of “The Apprentice” in
agony. As he and Sean headed into
the boardroom the crowd in the
firehouse became eerily quiet. First,
Trump asked all the fired candidates
to stand up and vote coming to a
tally of nine for Sean and eight for
Lee, with Brent voting for both of
the finalists. He then asked his chil-
dren, Don. Jr. and Ivanka, last sea-
son’s winner Randal and his advi-
sors George and Carolyn who they
would pick as his next “Apprentice.”
He couldn’t get a clear-cut choice
from any of them. Finally, Mr.
Trump got the tabulation of the
viewers’ poll. He said, “Wow! Mil-
lions of people have voted and it’s a
pretty one-sided vote, which actual-
ly surprises me because I think you
are both really terrific. ... I wish I
could hire both of you.” And as the
15 week interview process came to
an end Lee finally heard those
dreaded words: “Lee, You’re Fired!”

“I thought he was going to
win,” said Jesika Rozenberg, a
HAFTR eighth grader from Woods-
burgh. “It’s sad because I think he
did a great job. He is just great. He
is a good politician and he was a
hard worker. He’ll do great in the
future.”

His fellow Cornell graduates
seemed to take the news a bit harder.
“I’m devastated,” Cornell alumnus
Carly Rosenberg said. “Lee is
younger and he had more potential.
I really thought Lee was going to
win. That’s why I came here, to bask
in his glory. Lauren Halpern echoed

her thoughts. “I am very upset. Lee
is very qualified and he should have
been the next ‘Apprentice.’”

Flora Bienstock, Lee’s mother,
felt he handled himself very well
during the finale. She described her
son’s performance on the show as
having “such dignity, poise and
integrity.”

“I think he made the Jewish
community very, very proud,” she
said. “He showed everyone to not
give up on your principles and you
will succeed regardless. The kids are
seeing this and seeing him as a role
model and they love him. We’re all
very proud of him.”

Lee also made the Five Towns
community very proud. His “Home-
town Apprentice Fundraising Party”
for the Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire
Department raised a total of $1,965.
Lee will personally give the fire
department a check once he returns
to the New York area. 

“Lee’s idea of giving back, once
again to the community through the
charity, speaks to the type of person
he is and the type of character he
has,” Mrs. Bienstock said. “He has
always been a really giving person.
He always wants to give back to the
community.” 

Wherever Lee goes he looks to
make a lasting impression. It seems
like he may have left his mark on
Mr. Trump as well. According to a
source close to Lee, Trump already
asked to speak with him this coming
week.  It is unsure just yet as to what
they will speak about, but there is
some speculation he may have some
sort of job offer up his sleeve. 

“We had a feeling he would
win when he left for the show and
had all the faith in him that he
would come back a winner,” Mrs.
Bienstock said. “He was just a win-
ner. We were all pleased with his
performance. Everybody was talk-
ing to us about what a winner he
was. We think of him as a winner —
minus the car.”

COMMUNITY

B Y  P A U L  S H A P I R O

What do a Nassau Coun-
ty executive, a nurse practi-
tioner, the supervisor of a
medical center, the owner of
a catering business, an electri-
cian, an attorney and a den-
tist have in common? They
are all members of Ner Tamid
Society of Long Island, Inc., a
fraternal organization for
Jewish firefighters and EMS
personnel on Long Island.

Ner Tamid Society of
Long Island has amassed
almost 40 members since its
kick-off event for potential
members on Feb. 12, 2006.
The founding members hope
that, at some point, their
membership roster will hit
250. There are currently
about 200 fire departments
and volunteer ambulance
corps in Nassau and Suffolk
County.

"We've set the founda-
tion," said Bob Shelly, co-pres-
ident of Ner Tamid, who is a
20-year veteran of the fire
service in Nassau County.
"Now we want to build. We
just want an organization of
Jewish members who can
share bonds and grow togeth-
er."

Ner Tamid's primary goal
is to promote friendships
between Jewish members of
fire fighting and emergency
medical personnel, as they
learn from each other's expe-
riences.

"Ner Tamid hopes to give
its members the knowledge
that there are others out
there like them," said
Shoshana Weiner, co-presi-
dent of Ner Tamid and an
active member of the
Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire
Department, where she has
served for almost six years.
"Being able to bring a cama-
raderie and friendship
amongst Jewish firefighters to
meet and say 'I am not the
only Jewish firefighter out
there.' Also, if there are issues

when it comes being Jewish
in the fire fighting community
they will have others backing
them and understanding
what they are going through.

In order to be part of Ner
Tamid, there is only one
requirement: you have to be a
member of a fire service,
emergency medical service or
ambulance company under
the auspices of Nassau and
Suffolk fire commissioner's
office and live within the con-
fines of Nassau and Suffolk
County.

"Membership gives peo-
ple the ability to meet and
interact with each other and
build friendships and strong
bonds with other members
who are Jewish," Shelly said.
"The goal really is to provide
a fraternal organization so
that Jewish members of vari-
ous fire departments and
emergency medical services
can get to know each other to
develop bonds and to support
each other in both the good
times and bad. You know, just
to be there for each other."

Rabbi Mark Greenspan,
posted chaplain at Ner Tamid,
is a class-A fireman at the
Oceanside fire department as
well as the rabbi at Oceanside
Jewish Center. He sees this
organization as a "voice" for
the Jewish community. "I
think it is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for Jews," he said.
"There are so many Jewish
volunteers who are firefight-

ers and EMTs across Long
Island and many don't know
each other. It really gives us a
chance to have a connection
and a shared sense of com-
munity."

Rabbi Greenspan feels
that most Jews are surprised
to know that there are so
many Jewish firefighters
throughout Long Island. 

"You are there for one
another," the rabbi said. "[Ner
Tamid] is great for those Jews
who are not necessarily that
religious. It is a way to con-
nect to the Jewish community
and one another."

Weiner echoed Rabbi
Greenspan's thoughts. "It's a
place where they can meet
other firefighters and medical
personnel who are Jewish and
might be feeling the same
things they are. They can
enjoy a friendship and cama-
raderie that normally they
could not have experienced."

Although currently the
members of Ner Tamid are
part of eight South Shore fire
departments and rescue
groups Shelly claims that "it's
not a South Shore thing.
That's where the seeds are
planted, but we've been talk-
ing to people from all over."
Shelly hopes to get people
involved throughout Nassau
and Suffolk county. The seven
founding members of the
society, who also serve as the
executive board and initial set
of officers, have worked over

the past year and a half to
create this organization. 

"It's a feeling of satisfac-
tion," Weiner said. "That it
has finally taken route and
that more and more people
are becoming interested and
joining. It shows that all the
hard work that has gone in
has paid off."

The founding members
of Ner Tamid look at this
organization as a place where
people with common back-
grounds can form friendships
and understand that there are
others out there just like
them.

"We just want nice peo-
ple who are Jewish who want
to meet and do nice, fun
things together," Shelly said.
"You tend to seek out people
who are like you and I think
this is just another way of
doing that. There is some-
thing that drives people to
seek out people with similar
backgrounds. We are all Jew-
ish, are generally volunteers
and we are all members of
the fire service. We have a lot
in common and this will add
to that."

The next Ner Tamid Society
of Long Island meeting will
take place this coming Sep-
tember. For more information
on this organization call
(516) 993-2926.

Rabbi Zvi Friedman

RABBI FRIEDMAN NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT JEWEL
Continued from Page One

Continued from Page One

Ring of Fire
Long Island’s Jewish Firefighters Form Fraternity

Ner Tamid’s executive board hopes to unite Jewish firefighters and emergency medical personnel.

“The success that Rabbi
Friedman experienced at the

Federation, HALB and HANC are
truly remarkable, both in terms

of the money raised and the
countless lay leaders that he

involved.”

Rabbi Chanan Kaufman

APPRENTICE FUNDRAISING PARTY
PACKS L-C FIREHOUSE WITH FANS

Hundreds of people gath-
ered at the Lawrence-
Cedarhurst Fire Department
to cheer on their hometown
boy, Lee Bienstock.
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by Fur Storage Ads.
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B Y  P A U L  S H A P I R O

The HAFTR girls varsity
hockey team has compiled a
25-2 record over the past three
seasons on their way to win-
ning two of the past three
championships. The team
hoped to continue its winning
ways last Wednesday as they
faced off against the Frisch
Lady Cougars in the MYHSHL
Girls Hockey League playoffs.

HAFTR's quarterfinal
matchup didn't start out as
they had planned. The Lady
Flames fell behind 1-0 early in
the first period on a shot
through traffic in front of the
net. This was the first time that
HAFTR trailed in any game all
season. The team looked like
they had the wind taken out of
them while Frisch looked as if
they had come to HAFTR Ele-
mentary School to go home as
winners.

As the first period contin-
ued the two teams went back
and forth trading off shots on
goal until sophomore Kacie
Schlussel, assistant captain for
the Lady Flames, broke
through two defenders and
scored on a breakaway to the
Frisch goalie's short side. The
first period ended in a 1-1 tie.

In the second period,
HAFTR seemed to be back to
their old ways controlling the
puck for most of the period.
But the Frisch goalie was up to
the task making one save after
another. Then about halfway
through the period, the Lady
Cougars seemed to catch the
HAFTR defense off guard scor-
ing on a shot from almost mid-
court on one of their few shots
on goal. Frisch took a 2-1 lead
into the locker room as the sec-
ond period came to a screech-
ing halt for the Lady Flames.

Between periods the
HAFTR coaches exited the
locker room without their play-

ers, as they left the seniors
there to pump up their team.
That seemed to do the trick.
HAFTR came out fierce and
with a will to win that wasn't
present in the previous two
periods. "It was the first time
all game that they played like
they wanted to win," HAFTR
coach Josh Schechter said. 

Frisch took two penalties
early in the third period, giving
HAFTR a 4 on 2 power play.
They used that to their advan-
tage. The Lady Flames scored
off a face-off won by senior cap-
tain Dayna Gross as their fresh-
man defensive star Daniella
Schwartz scored on a shot from
the point to tie the game at 2.  

The Lady Flames assistant
captains Kacie Schlussel and
Erica Zauderer didn't plan on
their team's season ending on a
down note. Schlussel netted
her second goal of the night on
a great assist from junior cap-
tain Fani Rozenberg putting
HAFTR on top for the first time
all game. The Lady Flames did-

n't look back from there. Zaud-
erer tacked on two goals taking
assists from Fani Rozenberg
and Schlussel. Then Schlussel
put the finishing touches on
HAFTR's 6-2 win as well as her
first career hat trick with a one
timer from 20 feet out on a
beautiful pass from Zauderer.  

HAFTR coach Schechter
described Frisch as "their
toughest opponent all year"
and commended both teams
for their "great play." 

"My team really overcame
a lot to get a victory and I am
very proud of the whole team's
effort," coach Schechter said.
"They were on a mission in the
third period. They accom-
plished what they needed to to
get a well deserved win and
remain undefeated." 

HAFTR will try to com-
plete an undefeated season as
they face defending champion
Maayanot in the MYHSHL Girls
Hockey Championship for the
fourth time in as many years.

building for several years, but
the plans have now been
“accelerated by the needs of
this particular student,”
HAFTR’s Executive Director
David Shapiro told The Jewish
Star. “We’re planning to break
ground right after the school
closes and to have the elevator
completed by the time the
new semester starts in Sep-
tember.” The costs for the con-
struction are estimated to be
“somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of $200,000,” Shapiro
said. In appreciation of its five-
year relationship with HAFTR,
KTA has taken on the
fundraising responsibility for
this project. 

In a remarkable display of
solidarity and friendship,
Mograbi’s classmates at the
HAFTR Middle School have
launched “Higher and Higher,”
a fundraising campaign to sup-
port the construction of the
elevator. In a letter to the Five
Towns Jewish community,
they explained their feelings
toward Mograbi and ask mem-
bers of the community to con-
tribute to the charity so that
he can join them as they begin
their high school careers. 

“Sammy is not just a boy
in a wheel chair to the stu-
dents of HAFTR,” Jacob Bern-
stein and Ariel Stern, the ini-
tiators of the Higher and High-
er Campaign, wrote in the let-
ter. “He is a good friend who
somehow always puts a smile
on your face. We need him as
much as he needs us. ... When
the elevator is installed,
Sammy will be able to contin-
ue with our class at HAFTR
High School.”

Sixth-grade Language
Arts teacher Miriam L. Wal-
lach, who is currently on
maternity leave, is one of two
faculty advisors who helped
coordinate the Higher and

Higher Campaign that was
launched at the annual Kulanu
Fair on May 21. The campaign
was actually born around her
kitchen table one recent Sun-
day afternoon when Bernstein
and Stern approached her to
discuss fundraising opportuni-
ties. “Because Sammy is their
friend, they decided to do
some kind of fundraising
effort,” Wallach remembered.

“They organized a Chinese
auction, sold T-shirts and raffle
tickets — Jacob and Ariel
walked up and down on Central
Avenue, asking in every store for
donations and gift certificates.”
The other students from Mogra-
bi’s grade helped raise money as
well. “One student, Jason Gel-
nick, got a two-day sponsorship
at Morton’s. When customers
mention that Sammy sent them,
they’ll get 10 percent off.” Wal-
lach has been teaching at
HAFTR for five years, but says
that “the children’s generosity of
heart never ceases to amaze me.
With what kind of ideas they
come up with — you can’t
doubt the power of kids.”

Sammy Mograbi has been
working on improving his con-
dition through rehabilitation,
therapies and exercises for
most of his life. He went to
special education schools and
traveled to Ukraine several
times to be treated at the
International Clinic of Rehabil-
itation in Truskavets — and all
these efforts proved to be suc-
cessful, his mother Linda
Mograbi attested. “At some
point, he had reached a level
where he could go to public
school. He was the most physi-
cally challenged child in the
Number Six School,” which he
attended until 2003. 

“Sam had a wonderful
education at the Number Six
School, but what was missing
in his life was the means to
develop a strong Jewish iden-
tity that is best nurtured in a

yeshiva environment,” said
Sammy’s mother Linda Mogra-
bi, who is a board member of
Kulanu. “He had nice friends
at the school, but nobody from
the immediate community or
his synagogue. Now he’s a dif-
ferent kid. He’s comfortable
with who he is as a young
Jewish teenager.”

His current classmates
agree: “During Sammy’s mid-
dle school experience, we have
all witnessed a huge change in
him. Sammy came from
Lawrence Elementary School,
where he had no religious edu-
cation other than what he
received at home. During the
past three years at HAFTR,
however, Sammy has learned
so much about prayer, educa-
tion and socializing with his
peers,” they wrote in the High-
er and Higher Campaign letter.

Now Sammy’s parents,
teachers and classmates hope
that “the most popular kid in
town,” as Wallach referred to
him, will be able to start ninth
grade together with his peers.
HAFTR is “pushing hard to
have the elevator completed
by the end of the summer,”
according to HAFTR’s Execu-
tive Director David Shapiro.
Though Sammy’s mother is
hopeful that the construction
finishes on time, she is aware
that “we’re dealing with
human beings and timetables.
If it doesn’t work out, we’ll
have to deal with it. We’ll sit
down and try to figure some-
thing out. ... The privilege of
Jewish education and friend-
ship is important to Sammy,”
she said. “It’s enabled him to
strengthen his Jewish identity
and become a full member of
the community.”

Donations can be made to
Higher and Higher c/o Kulanu
Torah Academy, P.O. Box 305,
Cedarhurst, NY 11516.

COMMUNITY

Everyday, Benjamin Brandwein, Eric Wilzig, Jacob Bernstein and Gabe Dubow help their classmate Sammy
Mograbi (center) to put on tefillin.

HIGHER AND HIGHER CAMPAIGN
Continued from Page One

HAFTR Girls Hockey Reaches Finals 
for Fourth Consecutive Year

SCHEDULE

HAFTR PLAYOFF SCHEDULE
BBooyyss  VVaarrssiittyy  SSoocccceerr  

FFiinnaallss  - Sunday, June 11 vs. winner of
MAYHS vs. Maayanot

BBooyyss  VVaarrssiittyy  SSooffttbbaallll  
SSeemmii--FFiinnaallss - Monday, June 12 vs. North Shore, 

6:15 p.m. at Lawrence Middle School

BBooyyss  JJVV  SSooffttbbaallll  
SSeemmii--FFiinnaallss  - Friday, June 9 vs. Flatbush, 

2:30 p.m. at North Woodmere Park

GGiirrllss  VVaarrssiittyy  TTeennnniiss
FFiinnaallss - Friday, June 9 at Kushner, 1:00 p.m. 
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KinderKare Early Intervention Program provides services (at no
out of pocket expense) to babies & toddlers between the ages of 0-
3 throughout Nassau County. Some of our Services, provided in the
privacy & comfort of your home, include:

If you suspect that your child can benefit from one of these
services, please contact us at: 516-565-0388 or at:
kinderkare@kidsei.com

• Speech Therapy to address: not talking yet, excessive drooling, feeding 
problems, etc…

• Physical Therapy to help your child roll, sit by themselves, crawl, stand, 
walk, and climb stairs, etc…

• Occupational Therapy to help your child finger-feed, undress themselves,   
and to address hypersensitivity to sensation.

• Special Instruction to help them if they require cognitive or behavior difficulties

KinderKare is funded and regulated by the New York State Department of Health and by the Nassau
County Department of Health. All services are provided at no out of pocket expense to the family,

regardless of insurance coverage. Any services provided are based on the child’s needs as determined
by the County early intervention program; an early intervention official will determine the location and

provider of any needed services. 17
27
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THE SIMCHA SECTION IS COMING!!!

CALL YOUR AD REP NOW AT

632-5205



Between
THEClasses

B Y  R A P H A E L  A H R E N

“It’s an Israel year at HANC,” said
Sari Bacon, assistant principal of the
Samuel & Elizabeth Bass Golding Ele-
mentary School in West Hempstead.
Besides celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut
and Yom Yerushalayim, marching in
the Salute to Israel Parade in Manhat-
tan and having this year’s graduation
theme revolve around “Israel’s History,”
the students recently paid additional
tribute to the Jewish State at a school-
wide Israel fair.

In what Bacon called a “colossal
undertaking,” all classes — from
kindergarten through sixth grade —
worked on projects relating to the Holy
Land, both in their secular and their
Jewish classes. The wide range of top-
ics covered a large spectrum of what
Israel meant and means to the Jewish
people. The fair, which was accompa-
nied by an exhibit, “ranged from a dis-
play of Israeli products to the works of
Israeli religious and cultural leaders,
displays of the holy sites ... shadowbox-
es depicting the plants, animals and
food of Israel and a timeline of 4,000
years of Israel’s history,” according to
Bacon. The second grade, for example,

took on the topic “Topography of Israel
featuring the Golan Heights, the
Galilee, the Negev, the Coastal Cities
and the Dead Sea” in their English
classes and “Avraham — The First
Immigrant: His Journey through Israel”
during their Hebrew classes. 

“Our group had the kotel,” said
fifth-grader Rafi Cooper, 11, of West
Hempstead. “We explained the daily
significance and dimension and made a
model.” The theme of his grade was “A
Tour of the Cities in Israel” and “Holy
Cities in Israel.” Rafi’s contribution was
a postcard, on which a fictive visitor to
the Western Wall expressed his emo-
tions about Judaism’s holiest site. “I felt
close to Hashem,” he wrote on the
postcard. “I felt that I was the only one
talking to Hashem.”

The most exciting projects at the
fair, however, were a video of the Six
Day War and especially the three-
dimensional picture of the Beit Hamik-
dash that his friend Eitan made, at least
according to Rafi. “They were really
good,” he assured. “We worked a lot on
the projects, but it paid off for all the
groups.” Eitan was indeed fascinated by
his project. “I looked up lots of informa-
tion, and I found out a lot about the

Beit Hamikdash,” he said. “I found out
that people are building [the Beit
Hamikdash] today. They are making
the vessels. I looked it up, it’s really
nice.” 

The sixth-graders devoted them-
selves to “4,000 Years of Jewish Histo-
ry.” Marissa, Danielle and Hannah
worked on the time periods of Safed, or
Tzfat. “We made a collage of all kinds
of places in Tzfat,” Marissa recounted.
Hannah added that “we learned that
Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz wrote Lecha
Dodi and that Rabbi Moshe Cordevero
is the Ramak.”

“I made a person,” said 7-year-old
Jonah about his contribution to his
grade’s Israel project, the construction
of a model kibbutz. “He had a flag, an
Israeli flag. He was welcoming the peo-
ple to the kibbutz,” Jonah said. “A kib-
butz is where everybody shares,”
explained his classmate Miriam, 6.
“There are houses, clothing, chicken
and cows and eggs.” 

The kids also corresponded with
children their age from a real kibbutz
in Israel — in Hebrew. “When our
Hebrew language coordinator, Yaffa
Silberberg, went to Israel, she took the
kids’ letters and delivered them to stu-

dents in a school on Kibbutz Shalavim,”
explained Shoshana Honig, first-grade
teacher at HANC. In these letters, the
children introduced themselves to their
peers who will then write back.  

“Rabbi Yasgur and I conceptual-
ized a fair that would be a tribute to
Israel and engage the talents and imag-
ination of all of our students and teach-
ers,” said Assistant Principal Sari

Bacon. Rabbi Benjamin Yasgur, the
principal, agreed. “Preparing the Israel
projects required student collaboration
with both peers and teachers,” he said.
“All of us became hooked into the histo-
ry, personalities, geography and reli-
gious dynamics of Israel. ... The buzz
was constant with Israel on everyone’s
mind.”

Twelve mature young
women walked down the aisle
at Congregation Beth David in
Lynbrook on Thursday night,
May 26, in celebration of their
graduation from Ahavat Bnos
Yisrael High School for Girls. It
was hard to tell who had the
biggest smiles on their faces —
the girls, their parents or the
staff from the school. This very
down-to-earth celebration fea-
tured individual comments
about each child and several
students and alumni shared
touching tributes about what
this school has meant to them. 

Each student had to over-
come many challenges in order
to reach this momentous event.
Most had been asked to leave
their previous yeshivas, leaving
them with no alternatives to
continue their Jewish education.
Some of the students had suf-
fered situations too painful to
mention in a newspaper article,
others merely needed a fresh
start. What they all had in com-

mon was the desire to get on
with their lives and not give up.
The girls made it clear on this
magical night, that what had
turned their lives around was
the loving and non-judgmental
environment that the school had
provided them. They also noted
that the principal and the staff
had sacrificed so much for them
and that they felt very grateful
and inspired by that sacrifice. 

During the collation that fol-

lowed the graduation ceremony,
all the parents echoed their chil-
dren’s gratitude to a school that
allowed their daughters to grow
spiritually, emotionally and acad-
emically. They emphasized their
gratitude to the school for giving
their daughters a chance to re-
enter a yeshiva program when all
other doors were closed. 

A few of the girls are headed
to yeshivot in Israel next year.
Others will be attending college

or vocational training. It was very
touching to see several alumni of
the school at the graduation.
Three of them spoke publicly
about how the school was there
for them at a time in their lives
when everything else was bleak.
They talked about what they
have accomplished in the years
since graduation and this made a
great impression on the audience. 

The school was started five
years ago. Yosefa Krauss has
been the principal from the very
beginning. Under Krauss’ leader-
ship and with the help of a self-
less staff, including Baila Sebrow,
assistant principal, Yochani Pol-
lak, limudei kodesh coordinator
and Linda Silverstein, psycholo-
gist, the school has graduated 32
girls to date. The graduates have
attended such prestigious semi-
naries as Sharfman’s, Machon
Gold, Shaarei Bina and Neve. 

It is comforting to know
that there is a school that is
there for the girls when all other
doors are shut. 

ent Jews all standing along the
route cheering and waving us
down. Ashkenazi, Sephardic,
Reform, Conservative and
Orthodox Jews all stood side
by side, celebrating the dream
of our ancestors. I felt pride in
the Jewish nation, the turnout
was unbelievable and our
unity was astounding. We
marched in high spirits and
chanted "Am Yisroel Chai." It
seemed as if no one could ever
bring us down.

But then we approached
the street corner where both
Palestinians and a bunch of
Ultra-Orthodox Jews from a
group called Neturei Karta
protested the state of Israel
arm in arm. Our own people,
our brothers, protesting with
people who only wish to kill us
all and drive us into the sea.
Our own brothers protesting
with supporters of the murder-
ers who have broken up thou-
sands of Jewish families. Our
own brothers, arm in arm with
supporters of the terrorists
who seek to destroy us! What
could have driven these men,
who claim to be religious
Jews, to commit such a bla-
tant act of chilul Hashem?
Neturei Karta, Aramaic for
"Guardians of the City," is a
group of Haredi (Ultra-
Orthodox) Jews who reject
all forms of Zionism and
actively oppose the existence
of the state of Israel. They are
concentrated in Jerusalem,
with branches in and around
New York City. Estimates of
their membership range from
5,000 to less than 1,000.
Other small groups associated
with Neturei Karta but not
actual members of the group
can be found in Israel, Lon-
don, New York City and other
parts of New York state. They
claim that they oppose the
"state of Israel" not because it
operates secularly, but because
the entire concept of a sover-
eign Jewish state is contrary to
Jewish law. Rabbi Yisroel
Dovid Weiss, spokesperson for
Neturei Karta
International/Jews against
Zionism, stated on the official
Neturei Karta Web site that
"Judaism is a religion of spiri-
tuality" and that "Zionism is an
apostasy, a rebellion against
God and a rebellion against
the Torah, it is blasphemous."

Rabbi Weiss attended the
2001 United Nations World
Conference Against Racism in
Durban 2001 as part of the
Islamic Human Rights Com-
mission delegation and helped
the conference adopt the his-
toric declaration condemning
Zionism as racism and Israel
for genocide, which resulted in

a US/Israel walkout. Neturei
Karta go even farther: the
groups claims that the Holo-
caust was a direct result of
Zionism and a punishment
from G-d.

In March 2006, several
Neturei Karta members visited
Iran where they met with Iran-
ian statesmen, including the
vice-president, and praised the
country’s notorious President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad for
calling Israel to be "wiped off
the map." A Neturei Karta
spokesman commented that
they shared Ahmadinejad's
aspiration for "a disintegration
of the Israeli government."
When asked by reporters, the
group also mentioned that
they were not bothered by
Ahmadinejad's Holocaust
denial.

So who are these fanatical
people who are determined to
embarrass all of klal yisroel?
Whether one believes that
Israel should exist as an inde-
pendent Jewish state or not is
one’s own prerogative, but to

go out in public, embrace the
Palestinians and create such a
chilul Hashem in front of so
many people is a different
story. True Torah Jews know
that one is obligated to die al
Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying
G-d’s name rather than dese-
crating it. Yet these people
claim to be Torah Jews and are
embarrassing the Jewish
Nation in public. If they truly
wanted to convince people
that their opinion is correct,
they should go out to shuls
and speak, write letters, do
whatever they want, but they
shouldn’t embarrass us. Don’t
embarrass the Jewish people
in front of the rest of the world
and cause them to hate us
even more. And don’t come to
our parade and put a damper
on the pride that we feel for
our homeland by protesting
with its sworn enemies — that
won’t convince us, it will only
distance us further.

Tamar Hanau is a senior at
HAFTR High School. She will
spend next year in Israel
studying in Jerusalem at
Sha’alavim for Women.

HANC Celebrates Israel Fair

Second graders present their display of Abraham's journey through Israel.

DAMPER ON ISRAEL PARADE
Continued from Page One

Our own people, our
brothers, protesting with
people who only wish to
kill us all and drive us

into the sea.

Ahavat Bnos Yisrael Girls Graduate

Hannah Cohen walks down the aisle at Congregation Beth David at her
graduation ceremony. Right, Chaya Barouk reads the opening Tehillim.
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Secular Jews
Ridiculed?

To the Editor:
I am writing this letter to

both The Jewish Star and to
Tovia Lent. I am also an Ortho-
dox Jew and a member of “our
community” and unlike what
[Lent] claims in his response to
Seth Bykofsky [and his Letter to
the Editor in The Jewish Star], I
do know “our community.”

Now while your letter was in
the Fox News style — attack
the messenger and don’t bother
with the message — I will
attempt to defend what Mr.
Bykofsky said but this time you
will hear it from one of your
own. And by the way, a Jew
who criticizes others Jews for
their actions or lack thereof is
not “a self-hating Jew” as you
proclaim but is a Jew, in this
case, who calls it as he sees it
(which probably galls you.)

I myself stood on line to vote
in the same election Bykofsky
was referring to. Unfortunately,
I did hear some 20 to 30 differ-
ent people on line that day con-
sistently say “Why should I vote
for the budget... I don’t get any-
thing out of it... Who cares
about the public schools... I pay
enough taxes,” etc. Mr. Bykof-
sky is angry with these senti-
ments and quite frankly, so are
many Orthodox Jews. However,
the majority of voters, I would
guess, did not get on line to
vote for what was in the best
interest of public school chil-
dren and their families. I would
bet dollars to Dunkin Donuts
that most, if not all, were more
concerned about not paying
higher taxes for other people’s
benefits. 

As far as shunning anything
secular, many don’t do that. But
Bykofsky was trying to make
the point that the Orthodox
appear to be more concerned
for their own interests rather
than the common good on a
variety of issues. He has an
argument there, although not
necessarily a strong one.

As far as being the backbone
of American society, I would
have agreed with you if leading
rabbis in our community had
encouraged people to sign their
kids up for military service in
Iraq, since they showed such
strong support for the Iraq War
— “because it was good for
Israel.” But the most common
statement was: “If there was a
draft, I would send my kids to
live in Israel.”  So, I am not so
sure about us being the back-
bone either!

The “doctors, lawyers and
CPAs around me”-statement
clearly shows your elitist status
for those wealthy enough to
pay for yeshiva education, and
not so much for those who can’t
(and don’t tell me everyone can
go, regardless of income.)

Last thought: Stop calling
other Jews who don’t like what
you are doing “self hating
Jews.” The only ones showing
hate are those Jews who substi-
tute ritual for morality!

STUART MEADOW
Woodmere, N.Y.

glimpse of hope: Iranian nego-
tiators did not outright reject the
West's incentive plans to curb
the country's nuclear program.

The United States has offered to
remove certain important sanctions,
but still demands the suspension of all
activities relating to uranium enrich-
ment, which Iran insists it will not do.
The Iranian negotiators have a few
tough days ahead of them.

Elsewhere, another group of Irani-
ans, lead by Croatian team manager
Branko Ivankovic, will be battling on an
entirely different field for the next few
weeks: the Soccer World Cup in Ger-
many. For four weeks, 32 teams from
all over the globe — including the Unit-
ed States but not including Israel,
which did not qualify — will compete at
the world's biggest sports competition.
From the moment that President
Ahmadinejad made his infamous com-
ments about “wiping Israel off the map”

and questioned if the Holocaust really
happened, many voices in and outside
of Germany have been calling for an
exclusion of Iran from the World Cup.

The Iranian national team, currently
number 23 in the official world rank-
ing, qualified in a fair and legal way for
the tournament, therefore the Interna-
tional Soccer Association FIFA decided
not to punish the country's players and
fans because of their president’s bad
behavior. 

German officials now dread that the
Iranian kickers will advance to the sec-
ond round of the competition, in which
case Ahmadinejad plans to visit his team
in Germany. Despite legal and diplomat-
ic difficulties, some high ranking Ger-
man politicians (including the newly-
elected president of the National Jewish
Council, Charlotte Knobloch) have

demanded that he be denied the right to
enter the country and attend the games.

This Sunday, when Iran plays Mexi-
co in Nuremberg, a lot of people in the
Jewish community will root for the
Mexican team — including the editori-
al staff of The Jewish Star. But to go as
far as Benny Avni did this week in The
New York Sun and demand "Judgment
at Nuremberg" — alluding to the site of
the 1946 Nazi war crime trials — is
taking it a little bit too far. 

The World Cup's official motto is "A
Time To Make Friends," and while no
one is suggesting that Iran is going to
become the western world's best friend
over night, it is important to distinguish
between politics and soccer. This tour-
nament is about bringing the nations of
the world together in an athletic compe-
tition. It might not yet be time to make
friends with Iran on a political level —
but we should at least try to make peace
with them on the soccer field. 

O P I N I O N

Editorial

A Time to Make Friends - Or At Least Peace
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s a Jewish state, Israel
has always incorporated
elements of religious
tradition into its work-

ings. Kosher food, for example,
is served in the armed forces
and at government functions;
the national calendar recog-
nizes Jewish holidays. And per-
sonal status issues like conver-
sion, marriage and divorce are
determined by Jewish law, or
halacha, overseen by an official
state rabbinate.

That policy served Israel
well for more than a half-cen-
tury. Recent years, though,
have seen Israel's conversion
and marriage laws assailed by
a coalition of largely American
advocates — in order to
advance the interests of non-

Orthodox Jewish religious
movements, which currently
have only miniscule followings
in Israel.

Israel's "personal Jewish sta-
tus" policy resulted from a

carefully considered decision
of Israel's early leadership. No
other than David Ben Gurion
wrote that it was the only way
to prevent "G-d forbid, the
splitting of the Jewish house
into two."

A number of arguments
have been put forward for jetti-
soning the longstanding policy,
in particular regarding mar-
riage: Some Jewish couples
resent having to undergo reli-
gious marriage ceremonies and
classes. Marriages involving
Jews not permitted by Jewish
religious law cannot be effect-
ed in Israel. Israelis can and do
circumvent the law and marry
outside Israel. Persuasion is
preferable to coercion.

But Jews — of whatever

affiliation — who are truly
committed to the wellbeing of
the larger Jewish community
and not only to the advance-
ment of a particular cause or
movement should carefully
and objectively examine each
of those points.

The religious status quo pol-
icy does in fact require
engaged Jewish couples to
undergo a Jewish ceremony,
complete with a rabbi, witness-
es and the writing of a tradi-
tional marriage document, or
ketuba. And couples are
indeed asked to attend classes.
But, in a state claiming a Jew-
ish identity, do a Jewish cere-
mony and a cursory appraisal
of Jewish law really "deprive
citizens of basic human
rights"?

As to Israeli law's declining
to recognize halachically for-
bidden marriages, it's a rare
country that doesn't place legal
limits on marriage. All of the
states in U.S. prohibit incestu-
ous marriages; 24 forbid
cousins to marry; six require
blood tests. Those things, too,
likely discomfit some individu-
als, but, significantly, one does-
n't see those who are assailing
Israel's halacha-based marriage
laws campaigning against
American consanguinity or
health-concern statutes.

It is true that some Israelis
circumvent Israel's laws by tak-
ing quick trips out of the coun-
try to get married. But the idea
that laws or standards that can
be evaded should be disman-
tled is not one generally
embraced. Many Americans
disregard speed limits and
underreport their incomes; few
suggest that, as a result, high-
way safety rules or the IRS
should be abolished. What is
more, the law, heeded or not,
is a teacher, informing the pub-
lic of ideals; there is consider-
able Jewish value in a Jewish
state statutorily enshrining
unarguably Jewish expecta-
tions.

Something more: It is hard-
ly uncommon for children of
non-Orthodox backgrounds to
come to adopt halachic obser-
vance. Some staunchly secular-
ist Israelis may be miffed by
their country's marriage laws,
but imagine the pain of a
newly observant young woman
a generation hence who finds
herself forbidden by her reli-
gious conscience from marry-
ing the man she loves.

Finally, the issue in the end
is not about coercion versus
persuasion. It is, rather, about
whether a Jewish standard
belongs in the laws of the Jew-
ish state.

Characterizing a deeply
Jewish standard as something
malevolent is grossly unfair.
Overheated and incendiary
language about "human rights"
and an Orthodox "marriage
monopoly" only serves to turn
Israelis farther away from
whatever connection they may
have with their religious her-
itage. Do we Americans speak
of standard-setters like the FDA
or the Federal Reserve Board
as sinister "monopolies"? Do
safety regulations or interest
rate adjustments constitute a
curtailment of "human rights"?
A Jewish State needs a Jewish
standard for marriage and
divorce, and halacha is the log-
ical choice.

If proponents of civil mar-
riage in Israel spent a fraction
of the energy and funds they
expend deriding our Jewish
tradition instead explaining
and acclaiming it, fewer
Israelis would be alienated
from their heritage, Jewish law
would be more widely respect-
ed and the Jewish people
would be headed toward a
more unified future.

Rabbi Shafran is director of pub-
lic affairs for Agudath Israel of
America. The above is an edited
version of an essay that
appeared in the New York Jew-
ish Week.

Letter

A

R I G H T  A N G L E

Jewish State, Jewish Standards

Rabbi Avi Shafran
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