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By Cnaan Liphshiz

Meanness and stupidity 
− that is how celebrity-vet-
erinarian and Tel Aviv city 
council hopeful Rafi Kishon  
describes the no-pet policy 
in Jewish Agency immigrant 
absorption centers. Absorp-
tion officials counter that the 
issue is no longer relevant.

“Pets can have a very 
calming effect on new im-
migrants,” Kishon told Anglo 
File in his Ramat Aviv home 
last week. The house used to 
belong to his late father, leg-
endary humorist and writer 
Ephraim Kishon, whose 
works frequently focused on 
immigration based on Kis-
hon’s own experiences when 
he came from Hungary.

In his many years as a vet-
erinarian, Rafi Kishon says 
he has come to realize new 
immigrants “see how dogs or 
cats are instantly acclimat-
ed.” Pets, he explains, fit in 
instinctively. “Beyond com-
panionship and the comfort 
of familiarity, pets can help 
trigger a similar acclimation 
process in their owners.”

According to Kishon, he has 
seen the no-pet policy − par-
ticularly in retirement homes 
− causing “tremendous pain.”  
He recalls seeing “many cases 
of new immigrants already 
in a state of confusion, em-
barrassment and vulnerabil-
ity, suffer doubly because the 
policy forced them to abandon 
the pets they brought. Forcing 
them to do that is the worst 
possible absorption decision.” 

Last month Kishon an-
nounced his candidacy for the 
city council in the local elec-
tions as number four in the 
Green Party, occupying the 
animal rights slot. This puts 

him in competition with La-
tet Lihyot  (a double entendre 
meaning “Let live” but also 
“Give to animals” ), a dedicat-
ed animal-rights party styled 
after the Dutch model, which 
is running for city council for 
the first time this year  (see 
box ).

According to Michael Jan-
kelowitz of the Jewish Agency, 
the absorption centers have 
always had a no-pet policy. He 
says all potential immigrants 
with pets are made aware” of 
this policy before their arrival 
in Israel.”

Jankelowitz added the 
question “is basically hy-
pothetical” because most 
absorption centers cater to 
new immigrants from “coun-
tries of distress,” who have 
no pets. “Similarly, most new 
immigrants − pet owners  

included − from ‘countries of 
choice’ choose direct absorp-
tion,” Jankelowitz said. 

Another Jewish Agency of-
ficial, Ruthie Berkowitz from 
the Ra’anana absorption cen-
ter, said that “without going 
into the merits and disadvan-
tages of the no-pet policy, as 
a dog lover I can tell you that 
keeping pets here is just not 
practical. It’s crowded here 
and stressful, with people al-
ways coming and going.”

Keep out the humans
Kishon lists two reasons ab-

sorption center officials gave 
him for keeping the pet ban: 
hygiene and noise. “Humans 
transmit to each other more 
diseases than animals trans-
mit to humans,” Kishon coun-
ters. “Medically speaking, it’s 

human visitors we need to ban 
from absorption centers and 
old people’s homes − not pets,” 
he jokingly says.

The occasional mess ani-
mals might cause, Kishon 
argues, cannot be seriously 
weighed against the joy they 
bring to owners and others. 
As for noise, he says televi-
sion sets, laughing children 
and even flushing toilets are 
usually much more loud.

“Of course, real noise prob-
lems need to be examined. My 
point is that as a whole they do 
not merit this silly no-pet poli-
cy,” he explains.

Kishon speaks of a recent 
revolution in animal rights in 
Israel, which he largely at-
tributes to immigrants from 
Anglo Saxon countries and 
Russia. “These two groups 
came with an attitude toward 

animals we did not have here 
in Israel. He says parents 
once thought of animals as 
dirty or dangerous. “That 
kind of thinking, which is 
disappearing here, never ex-
isted in the U.K.”

Surprisingly, perhaps, Kis-
hon − a television personality 
and author of several books − 
favors enforcement city laws 

for pet owners more strictly. 
“There are some areas where 
the rights of people who do not 
want to be around animals are 
infringed on. Unless we sort 
out the problem of dog poop 
on the street and roving dogs, 
it will end up hurting dog own-
ers and dogs by reversing the 
animal-friendly atmosphere 
we are seeing,” he says.

Tel Aviv city hall hopeful blasts  
no-pet policy at absorption centers S
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By Raphael Ahren

Hadass Ben-Ari is not the 
first Anglo to move to Jerusa-
lem because she “fell in love” 
with Israel during a short-
term visit. But while most 
other Jews her age come to 
the capital to study or to work 
for a Jewish organization, the 
26-year-old Ben-Ari spends 
her time publishing Fallopian 
Falafel, “the first and only Je-
rusalem-based feminist zine, 
bringing riot grrrl culture to 
the holy land.”

“Riot grrrl” is no typo but 
an underground feminist 
punk/heavy metal movement 
that started in America in 
the early 1990s. Besides be-
ing a music scene, the riot 
grrrl subculture consists of 
political activism and a spirit 
of DIY  (Do it yourself ), which 
includes the publication of so-
called zines  (short for fanzine ) 
− non-commercial pamphlets 
with small circulations.

“It was mostly a self de-
fense mechanism,” Ben-Ari 
said in explaining how she got 
involved with the movement 
as a 22-year-old journalism 
student while living with her 
parents in Canada. “I had just 
gone through a really rough 
relationship with a guy who 
broke my heart,” she said. 
“Feminism brought back all 
the power and encouragement 
to move past it. Feminism re-
ally helped me with that, and 
also the music encouraged 

me.” She started liking heavy 
music like Nirvana and Mari-
lyn Manson when she was 16, 
but since she got involved in 
the riot grrrl scene, she is 
“more into death metal,” she 
told Anglo File this week.

Born in Beit Shean, Ben-
Ari moved with her Moroc-
can-born parents to Montreal 
when she was eight years old. 
In 2005, she came back to Is-
rael to intern at the Jerusa-
lem Post. 

“I stayed here for four 
months and just fell in love 
with the place,” said Ben-Ari, 
who sports five piercings, 
two tattoos − and earrings 
in the shape of a Star of Da-
vid. “This is where I knew I 
wanted to be for the rest of 
my life, because it was just so 
exciting, so different, so open 
and so vibrant. It was sort of a 
positive culture shock.”

But Ben-Ari wasn’t des-
tined for a career in Israel’s 
mainstream media. “Whenev-
er I want to write something 
for a newspaper,” she said, 
“most of the time they are go-
ing to reject my articles on the 
basis that they are too radical 
or too outspoken - they are not 
looking for my style of writ-
ing. My style is very specific, 
very blunt and very honest. I 
am just saying exactly what I 
think.”

Combining her passion for 
writing with riot grrrl’s DIY 
spirit, she started publishing 
Fallopian Falafel, of which 

she prints about 40 to 50 cop-
ies for each volume, paying 
out of her own pocket.

“I just thought it was inter-
esting if I could write my own 
material, and phrase it how-
ever I want,” she said. “That’s 
how Fallopian Falafel got 
started, and I loved it. It has 
no barriers, no boundaries 
whatsoever. You can really 
write whatever you want.”

Each issue of the 30-page 
zine deals with one specific 
topic − such as religion, pop 
culture, beauty − and in-
cludes Ben-Ari’s own mus-
ings as well as poems and 
articles submitted by other 
riot grrrl hobby writers. The 
articles deal with a range of 
feminism, from “the spiritual 
emancipation of rural South 
African women” through a 
review of the controversial 
Amos Gitai film “Kadosh” to 
an essay entitled “Where is 
Miriam on the Seder Plate?”

In the zine’s latest issue, 
which came out this summer, 
Ben-Ari wrote: “Yes, tattoos, 
piercings, metal chains, black 
clothes, stuff that I clearly like 
as a prerequisite for being a 
highly enlightened metalhead. 
Stuff that I also get bashed for 
or simply unappreciated for 
by highly close-minded dick-
heads. No, I do not do it for 
your attention, and no, this is 
not a phase. I’m 25. My time 
for ‘phases’ was over about 
6 years ago. This is what you 
might call ‘a way of life.’”

Although the riot grrrl sub-
culture − which many people 
associate with anarchism or 
political indifference at best 
− is an important part of her 
identity, Ben-Ari describes 
herself as a feminist Zionist. 
“A lot of people think it’s a 
contradiction because femi-
nism is very leftist and Zion-
ism is very rightist. I am real-
ly both,” she said, adding that 
she wholeheartedly supports 
the state of Israel and the Is-
rael Defense Forces.

Oh, to do the army
Ben-Ari did not have to 

serve in the army after im-
migrating to Israel, but to-
day, she regrets not having 
volunteered. “Being a woman 
and being a soldier, is that 
empowering or is that consid-
ered violent and oppressive?” 
she mused about what other 
feminists might feel about 
this. “Personally, when I see 
a female soldier on the street, 
with her uniform and her M-
16, I just think: Wow, she’s so 
powerful! I would have loved 
to be a soldier.”

Not many death metal 
aficionados think that way. 
Maybe even more peculiar 
about Ben-Ari is that in a 
scene dominated by nihilism, 
atheism and sometimes even 
Satanism, she says she is re-
spectful of Orthodoxy and 
even observes some aspects 
of Judaism, such as lighting 

Shabbat candles and keeping 
kosher. Avoiding any conven-
tional labels, Ben-Ari says she 
is a “kosher sinner,” explain-
ing that her “version of God is 
very complex.”

Yet, she says she is very 
spiritual and reads a great 
deal of rabbinic literature, 
such as “The Way of God” 
by the 18th century kabbal-
ist/philosopher Rabbi Moshe 
Chaim Luzzatto. “I just loved 
it,” she said about the tractate, 
which expounds on the basic 
principles of the existence of 
God, the purpose of creation 
and other philosophical con-
cepts. “It represented exactly 
what I feel that religion is.”

Perhaps at odds with some 
conventional feminists, Ben-
Ari believes that Judaism 
“in its essence” is not a mi-
sogynist religion. It actually 
empowers women, she said. 
“We don’t have to wear a kip-
pah, because we [are so spiri-
tual that we] don’t have to be 
reminded that there is some-
body above us. Men do,” she 
said, referring to a popular 
explanation of why women 
don’t wear skullcaps.

“The only thing that makes 
religion misogynist is the 
people who practice religion 
in extreme ways,” she added, 
asserting, however, that the 
Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox 
majority in Jerusalem do not 
make her feel uncomfortable.

“Where I work there are a 
lot of very Orthodox people,” 

Ben-Ari said, referring to 
the capital’s Mekor Baruch 
neighborhood. “They don’t 
look at me any different, they 
don’t treat me any different. 

I actually feel very comfort-
able there.”

Ben-Ari also said that the 
often-made claim that there 
is “religious coercion” in 

Jerusalem is exaggerated. 
“Jerusalem is a holy city, and 
there are religious people 
here. I don’t agree if people 
go to protest a store that’s 
open on Shabbat with torches 
in their hands, that’s stupid. 
But these are very extreme 
people and not the majority. I 
really think people are blow-
ing this out of proportions.”

With all due respect to 
Israel’s religious community, 
however, Ben-Ari wishes that 
her beloved riot grrrl move-
ment would gain popularity 
in the holy land. She admits 
she just knows one other 
member of the movement. 
“I feel that women in Israel 
could use a riot grrrl kick,” 
she said. “They have it in 
them, I know they do. They 
just need a spark and the riot 
grrrl in all of them will rear 
its gorgeous head.”

‘Riot grrrl’ fuses feminism with Zionism in pioneering publication

She may not quite fit one’s image of a 
municipal politician. Similarly, her career 
as a scholar of English literature and a poet 
might make her something of a strange bird 
in city hall − even in Tel Aviv.

But then, London-born Karen Alkalay-
Gut, who grew up in the U.S. before immi-
grating to Israel in the 1970s, belongs to a 
different kind of party running in the city’s 
municipal election: Israel’s first-ever ani-
mal rights movement.

Alkalay-Gut says she might have a solu-
tion to the no pet-policy problem in retire-
ment homes and absorption centers. “I’d like 
to bring together children who aren’t allowed 
to have pets with old or disabled people who 
have trouble walking their dogs,” she ex-
plains. She hopes a ready army of young dog 
walkers might help change the policy-mak-
ers’ minds. “This way everybody wins and 
nobody has to pay,” she says. Unlike other 
parties that say they are concerned with ani-

mal rights, Latet Lihyot enjoys practically 
no funding. And thrift, according to Alkalay-
Gut, is the mother of original solutions.

Slated as number six in the Latet Lihyot 
list for city council, Alkakay-Gut does not 
have a realistic slot. “If I don’t make it, I will 
still remain active in the background,” she 
says. Witnessing the plight of alley cats after 
the city first installed fixed lids on garbage 
receptacles, which prevented the cats from 
scavenging, pushed her into politics. “I began 
to see these emaciated creatures with their 
hungry, hunted eyes everywhere,” she re-
calls.

“By and large, in Israel there has always 
been a live-and-let-live arrangement be-
tween humans and cats as well as many other 
animals,” she notes. “We never even thought 
to trap, shoot or poison them all. We just let 
them live among us. That’s beautiful, and Tel 
Aviv is famous for it. It’s something we need 
to elect to preserve.”  (Cnaan Liphshiz ) 

Not your standard candidate

 
Her zine has “no barriers, no boundaries, whatsoever,” says Ben-Ari. 

Editor-in-chief Hadass Ben-Ari

By Cnaan Liphshiz

The world financial crisis 
makes it necessary for Israel 
to start preparing immediate-
ly for a wave of North Ameri-
can immigrants, asserts Knes-
set Member Eliyahu Gabai, 
who is currently working to 
bring together immigrant ab-
sorption professionals for a 
special parliamentary discus-
sion on the subject.

But Nefesh B’Nefesh, 
which together with the Jew-
ish Agency is the principle 
assistance organization for 
potential immigrants, is not 
quick to sound the alarm, 
noting that the crisis has not 
produced more immigra-
tion nor does it seem to be 

a significant push factor for 
North America Jews.

In an interview with Anglo 
File, Gabai  (National Union-
National Religious Party ) ad-
vocated two parallel moves, 
one proactive and the other 
preparatory. “First we need 
to see whether we are set to 
absorb an influx of immi-
grants,” he said. “If not, we 
need to be prepared.” 

So far, he notes, no funda-
mental change has been made 
to Israel’s absorption policy 
with connection to the crisis.

“We need to be making 
the most out of this difficult 
situation and significantly 
pick up our efforts to attract 
more Jews from the U.S. and 
Canada − especially now,” he 

adds. Yael Katzman, Nefesh 
B’Nefesh’s communications 
director of Communications, 
told Anglo File, “It is still too 
early to determine the effect 
the current financial situa-
tion is going to have on immi-
gration.” 

She added that in the first 
two days of a new overseas 
program for potential immi-
grants from North America, 
hardly any of the more than 
300 participants mentioned 
the crisis as a reason for im-
migrating to Israel.

Gabai concurs that the cri-
sis’ effects are not yet visible, 
but maintains that absorption 
officials “need to start ap-
proaching more plants, facto-
ries and businesses and offer 

incentives to employers will-
ing to hire new immigrants.” 
Arranging for jobs for North 
Americans is far more cru-
cial, Gabai says, because the 
people who will come will do 
so because they had lost their 
job in the States. 

Another necessary step 
he advocates is preparing a 
structured, research-based 
blueprint plan for the inte-
gration of American pupils 
into the Israeli school system. 
“Education is a deal-breaker 
for people from North Ameri-
ca and we need to understand 
that,” he explains.

“When the Argentinean 
economy collapsed in 1999, Is-
rael was caught unprepared to 
absorb this highly-educated, 

highly skilled wave of im-
migration,” Gabai recalls. 
“Where are those Argentin-
eans now? Not here. They’re 
back in Argentina or they are 
in Australia or the U.S.” 

Sources familiar with the 
subject said Gabai might be 
more concerned with attract-
ing media attention ahead of 
the upcoming elections than 
attracting North American 
Jewry.

But Gabai maintains his 
concerns are directly con-
nected to the crisis and the 
issue at hand. “The only con-
nection to the elections is 
that because of it, no one in 
government is really giving 
this issue the attention it de-
serves.” 

MK prepares for economic refugees from U.S.

Courtesy of Rafi Kishon clinic
Rafi Kishon looking after one of his veterinary patients. 

Limor Edrey
BIBI BALKS AT BALFOUR: After a short introduction full of self-deprecating British humor, 
U.K. Shadow Foreign Secretary William Hague, second from right, criticized the United Nations 
Monday for “weakness and disunity” in failing to stop Iran’s nuclear ambitions at the Israel, 
Britain and the Commonwealth Association’s Balfour Dinner in Tel Aviv. Benjamin Netanyahu 
canceled his scheduled appearance just days before the event because of the early start of the 
election season. “Netanyahu made a big mistake by not showing up,” fumed outgoing ICBA 
chairwoman Brenda Katten. “To cancel in the last minute was disgraceful and exceedingly 
rude towards Mr. Hague, who might become the next British foreign secretary.” The dinner 
commemorated the 91st anniversary of the Balfour Declaration this week. (Raphael Ahren)


